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CSSSASAS8 AOGALATARE 
T he Preface. | 


| His little Treatiſe was Printed in 1644. tn form of a 
Letter : but upon peruſal, finding it as well calcula» 


| ted for 1663 ; I have preſuwm'd toſend into the World 

once again, and ſuch as 1 found it, to a ſyllable, ſas 

ving only the change of the Title, and the Addutow of this 
Preface, 

It came to my hand with the «Authority of a yery Judicious, 
and Henourable Perſons 5; Whoſe Name ſhould now warrant it to 
the Publick,, but that it carries its own Juſtification within 
it ſelf. 

The SubjeF it Treats of, #8, The Holy Diſcipline of the 
Kirk , azd it i hazaled with that Order, Clearneſs, and 
Modeſty , which does alundantly witneſs the Author of it to 
have been a great Maſter both of bis Pen and Paſſions. It ex- 
bilits, in fine , The PLATFORM OF PRES- 
BYTERY, ſopertinently, and ſucciniFly couch'd, that im 
an Hors time a man may give himſelf a full Proſpet and Ac- 
cewnt of the nhole Myſtery, 
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SIR, 

Efterday you defired me to give you ſome Proefs, by which ic 
VY may appear how incenhitent Presbyterial Government is 
with Monarchy. You were pleaſed to cell me chac ſome 

000d and worthy men do defire to be ſatisfied in this Point. 

It ſcemeth, cheſe men do nor think that Precbyterial Government is 
deſtructive of the true neceilary and perperual Government of che 
Church, which is Epiſcopacy ; inſtituted by Chriſt, propagated by 
his Apoſtles, and continued by incerrupted pratice above 1500 
years in the Church, and cothis day retained in the greareſt parr of 
the Chriſtian World. We deceive our ſelves, to promiſe or expe& 
to King or Kingdom, Prince or Subje, Peace and Safety, or de- 
liverance from our troubles and diftrefſes, if we ſubordinate Funda- 
mentals in Religion, neceſſary truths of Faith, Worſhip and Govern» 
ment, to our publick or private civil good. Noram l[ able to ex- 
preſs how high an Impiety ic is, ar chis cime when God's hand is one 
a24inſt us juſtly for our fins , to be ſo diſpoſed and fixed upon a 
reſolution, thatto redeem external Peace, we will imbrace any Go- 
yernment of the Church, provided it be confiftent with Monarchy : 
and wil] not ſcruple, nor onely to ſhake off che erue and neceflary 
Government inftituced by our Lord ; but, by Law, endeavour by bigh- 
eft Aurhority co condemn it as Antichriftian, If this be wot to frame 
mwiſchi:f by a Law, I know not what is. If this provoke not more 
wrath, more vengeance, make nor the Land ſpew ns all our, I am in- 
finitely deceived. We may promiſe to cur ſelves that by ſuch a courſe 
we may ſay like tothe man in che Goſpel. Sexl, take thy reſt for ma» 
ny days ; bur, it feareth me, the ſucceſs and event ſhall be much kke 
to his caſe, Sir, I pray you conſider what Peace hath King or King- 
dom enjoyed here or in Ireland, fince Epiſcopacy in Scotland by Law 
was damned, and the Pregbyterian Anarchy ( the Seminary of all 
feude Fation and Rebellion as will appear by what enſueth') by Law 
and Supream Authoricy eftabliſhed. 

I cannot diſſemble, but co a man of your worth and Integrity T muſt 
unfold my ſelf: T admire to ſee too roo many amonglt us here (where 
is great plencly of able Gentlemen of excellent learning, worth, wir, 
and all other perfeRions and endowments, as in any Nation befides ) 


co be ſo prepared that they are too too inclinable, if nor actually 
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reſolred, ro adkhir and amhorize in thit Kingdoms and Churchwhac 
they know. not : and to forſake thac bappy Naive. proper Govern- 
ment of the Church, che ſweer fruits of which they have reaped (6 
many years tothe admiration, if nor envy, of other Kingdoms, -States 
and Churches. This is Samaritan>like, to worſhip that we know not, Or, 
Athenian-like, to Conſecrate an Alcar and to ſacrifice #0 av #nkwnown 
God. 

Your Worth and noble Favours oblige me ſo much to you, that I 
cannot chooſe but obey your command, And, for your ſatisfaRion, I 
preſent you wich a ſhort view (asin a Map) of Presbyterial Go- 
vernment ; give you a little touch of their Maxims, and ſuicatle Pra- 
Rices, and that with as much truch and honelty as your goodneſs ex- 
pets from me, By which ic will be more then apparent, chat Preſe 
bytery, as it is at this day ſomewhere within his Majelly's Dominions, 
is not onely incon/iſtent bur alſo deſtruttive of Menarchy ; And where 
ic obtaineth, it diſturberk che quiet and peace publick and private of 
King and Kingdom. This is that you defire, and, ro ſatisfie you, to 
chis 1 confine my ſelf, 

This Presbycerial Government within its Verge bath four Judica- 
tories, 1+ A Parochial Seſſion. 2. A Presbyterial Confiſtory. yg. A 
Provincial Synod, &4. A General Aſſembly. The Parechial Seſſion mo- 
veth in the loweſt Sphere, The General Aﬀembly is the Primums 
mobile, the higheſt Orb, which carrieth all wich its motton, alchough 
the reſt have their proper and ſpecifick motions. The other two are 1n 
che middle, and interjefted Orbs. I ſhall begin ac the loweſt Judica- 
tory, and ſo ſhall orderly aſcend co the Supreams, 


Of the Parechial Seſſion, 


| 1. Of the Sef- 7 Very Pariſh hath one or more Miniſters. If more, all of them are 
; fon, how and £4 equal in all honour and juriſdi&ion, onlythe Senior bath che pre- 
' of whom con- cedency, To the Miniſter, or Miniſters of each Pariſh, ro make up 


| Lirured, 


a Seſſion, in which is fixed the Parochial Juriſdi&ion, a comperent 
pumber of Zay-Elders, (whom they call Presbyteri non« docentes) and 
Deacons, proportionable to the precin& and excent of the Pariſh are 
conjoyned : which aſſociate Body thus compaRed, 1s the Spiritua;- 
Parechial-Sanhedrim, 

This Seſſion firs once a week, or oftner, pro re n4ta. In which, af 
Parochial Caſes which concern external order and cenſure, are deter- 
mined and ordered. 


Fhe Minifter is If there be bur one Miniſter in the Pariſh, he is conſt axt Maderatiy, 


Moderator, 


- -— 


If 


(3) 
If there be more » they moderate by turs , eichas weekly, or 
monechly as they agree, | 

Whatſoever thing is ordered, derermined, or decreed, is done by He hath ns 
the joynt-conſents of che Adiniſter, Lay-Elders, and Deacons, or by Negative 
the pluralicy of Voyces, The Miniſter, who isthe Moderator, hath no © 
cafting, no Negatrve Voyce. 

The power of all Juriſdiction, is radicaly and equally in all ; for The Juriſdi- 
binding, for loofing, for ail Cenlures Eccletialtical, for Orders which &ion ſpirirua 
concern externil Order and Worſhip. So the Power of the Keyt is ag i5 radically ir 
much in the Lay-E/ders and Deacons, as in the Miniſter or Miniſters. = Lay-El> 
What ſacriſegions intrulion vpon Sacred Orders this is, I need not 
inform one of your underſanding. 

To make «tus frame good, they maintain, that Fwre divine there be Their four $ 

four Orders of Eccleſiaſtical Offices, (allow me to ſpeak in this E-<<9 Orders, 
piſtle all along their Dialett) or Perſons. 1, Preaching-Elders, 
whom chey call Miniſters. 2. Pottors, theſe are Profeſlors in the 
Chair , ſuch as are in Uviverſities. 3. Lay, or Reling-Elders, who 
now have Vocem delibrrativam & decifvans in rebus Fidei, Cultiir, 
Politie and in foro exteriors Ecclefie, in cenſnris Ecclefiaſticis are as 
much inceceſſed and autizoriſed as Preaching-Elders. 4, Deacons, 
who have truſt of che Means and Moneys deftinaced for pious and cha» 
ricable uſes, 

This is very conliderable too, that alchough they hold cheſe four 
Orders and Offices neceſl1ry for the Governmenc of Chrift's Church, 
de Fare divino, by Divine Right and Inſticution ; yer neicher the Pa- 
rochial Conclave, nor any Piesbyrerial Conſitory (except it be where 
the Prezbycecial Sear is ina Ciry where an Univerlicy is) have any 
Dor or DoRors amovgſt them. Nay, which is more, nor be any 
ſuch in their General Aſſemblies, or if they be, chey appear onely in 
chat capacicy 88 Commiſſioners from, and for the Univerſity. 

Ic 1s worth your notice-taking, thar their Lay-Elders > Deacons This year th 
are yearly ele&ted, Here is truly verified of them, that, Hodre Cle- ie ſacred, x 
rico, cras Laicws. y year pre 

The chings within the compaſs of Sefſios jwriſdiftion , are things 71. ome | 
meerly Parochial, rhe ordering of che Parich-Chu:ch and peculiar caſes of this 
Service , the cenſure of leſſer Scandals {1 mult (peiktheir words ) Seſſion. 
as Fornicacion, Drunkenneſs, Scolding, Profanarion of the Sabbath 
(chey mean the Lords-dey) &c. Capical ſcandalous C:imes, cr Scan- 
dals of Higheſt Grain, are reſerved as caſes of peculiar juriſdiGion 
forthe Presbytery ; as allo lefler Offences when they ace attended wich 
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(4) 
Obſtinacy, and what is cenſurable or puniſhable by the greater Ex- 
communication, If I miſtake nor, they know nor mucb, a: leaft ule 
nor much, the leſſer Excommunication. In the caſes above-men: tioned 
che Cognition, Examinacion and Judgment 0! rhe Cauſe is proper to 
' the Precbytery ; the Miter with bis Parochial Conclave, are only che 
Exccutioners. If any Parochial difficult Caſz occur, which this P4- 
rochial Sanhedrim cannot determine, the uſe is 10 conſult wich the 
Presbjtery. 

When the Seſſion cenſureth any Delinquent, or ſcandalous perſon, 
they order bis publick and ſolemn repentance ( if by ſome ſuperi- 
our Judicatory it be not decermined ) as they chink fit, by plurality of 
Voyces ; after performance of which Order, che Penicent is rcceived 
tnco the Communion of the Church. Bur before the Delinquent be 
2dmicted to do his Repentance, he is fined in a pecuniary mnll, at 
their diſcretion, proportioned to the dewerit of the Offence, and the 
ability of the Perſon, as he is poorer or richer, Ir is crue, this money 
is, for the moſt part, imployed to pious and charitable uſes, As they 
puniſh by Pecuniary fines, ſo corporaly too, by impriſoning the per- 
ſons of the Delinquents nſinz chem diſgracefully, cartivg them 
chrough Ciriesg, making chem ſtand in Jogges, as they call chem, Pil- 
laries, ( which in the Country-Churches are fixed to the- two fides of 
the main door of the Pariſh-Church ) cutcing che half of cheir Hair, 
ſhaving their Beards, &c, and ic is more than ordinary, by their 0- 
riginal and Proper power, to banifh them out of the bounds and limirs 
of the Pariſh, or Presbycery, as they liſt roorder ic, Is not this Po= 
teft ar wiriuſque gladiz? And would not a good Learned Juriſt ſay, that 
this is not onely incruſion upon meerly c191l Power, but upen che very 
Royal Rights chemſelves ? The Imperial Law, if I be not miſtaken, 
maketh ba»i/hment ſo peculiar to the Soverain Authoricy, chat wich» 
on _ power and conſent, it cannot be inflited upon any civs, any 

UD1ECTe 

Their- ordinary practice more in- this, is; that when a pecuniary 

mul& is infliged, if the Delinquent pay nor the defined and determi- 


| ;hild, if cirher ned ſumme, or at leaſt give ſecuricy for the payment of it, although 
, t the Parents 


+ ave not paicd 


he ſhould ceftifie all che contrition is requiſice, by bun:ble confeſſion, 
and offer moſt willingly co do all penance, to give ll ſarisfaRtion, be 
will not be admicred co ſatisfie publickly : nay, he is proceeded againſt 

for Contumacy, and they will threaten Excommunication, 
Nor is that to be paſſed by, that if a Child be born i» Fornication, 
2ndeicher of che Parents hach nor ſatisfied che Church ; chey _ 
uſe 


"093 
refuſe to Bapcizs the poor Infant,'ell che Church ger ſarisf1Rion, 
This is conſonanc with Scripcure, 111m que peceaverit, ipſa moriatnr, 
Ic is fit now in che next place to ſpeak of 


The Pretbytery, 
VV is the next Judicatocy, ro which the Seffion is ſubordi- 
nare. Ichachin it ſomewhere more, ſomewhere fewer, Pa- 
riſh-Churches ; as ſome are made up of Twenty, ſome of Twelve, 
ſome of fewer. 

All perſons within theſe Pariſhes, wichio the precin& of chis Preſ- 
bytery, of whac qualicy ſoever (the King or His Family hereifi are 
not exemprced ; Day, nor from the juriſdition of His Parochial Se(- 
ſion ) are under the power and juriſdiRion ofthis Gravd Conſiftory. 

The Members Contticuents of this Presbyrery are all the Parochial 71. yicmvers 

Miniſters within ics compaſs, and a Lay-Elder for each Pariſh. The Confticucnrs 
Lay-Elders are in number equal tothe Preaching-Elders, and in Poy- the Presbyrery 
er, Voice, JuriſdiRion, in Hereſie, Idolatry, Worſhip, Cenſure, &. 
are Pars conſortia bonorss © poteſtat is pr edits, are ſo equal and uniform, 
that a Plowman fromthe Plow, or a Tradeſman from his Shop,ficring 
there in the capacity of a Lay-Elder, his voyce ls as good asthe voyce 
of che moſt Reverend and Learned Divine, if any be there. They 
maincain a parity in all, onl ys liccle differencein this, that a Lay-El- 
der cannot be Moderaror : Yet have they no Canon for it. And we 
are able coprove by their Books, that men who were never in Sacred 
Orders of Pcieft or Biſhop, have been Moderators, not onely of their 
Presbyrery, but of their ſo much [dolized General Aſſembly, Mr. Ro- 
bert Tooleywho was never Prieſt, nor Deacon, only Reader in St. An- 
drews, was in one turn, for a year, or half 2 year, or ſome laſting rime, 
Modetacor of the Presbyrery of St. Andrews ; and Mr. George Bucha- 
waz, who was never Church-man; and Mr. Andrew Melvil who had 
neverthe Order of Deacon, both of them have been Moderators of 
their great General Aſſembly. 

The Caſer proper torhis Judicatory, are, I, Such as are from eve- x1, ©, 
xy individual Pariſh within its compaſs referred, or preſented, 2, Al! proper x0 it, 
Crimes and Scandals of higheft firain, namely, ſuch as are civilly pu- | 
niſhable by dearth, 3- All Crimes which come under the cenſure of Ex- 
communication. 4.All Appealsfrom Seſſions. 5.All Differences which 
cannot be compoſed or determined in the Parochial Conclave. 6. The 
vilitation and cenſure of all what is amiſs in every Parith, either in 
Preacher or other. 7.The appointing of Readers,and School-Miſters. 
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Obſtinacy, and what is cenſurable or puniſhable by the greater Ex- 
communication, If I miſtake nor, they know nor much, ac leatt ule 
nor much, the leſſer Excommunication. In the caſes above-men: toned 
che Cognition, Examinarion and Judgment o! the Cuuſe is proper to 
© the Precbytery ; the Miniſter with his Parochial Conclave, are only che 
Exccutieners. If any Parochial difficult Caſe occur, which this P4- 
rochial Sanhedrim cannot determine, the uſe is 10 conſult wich the 
Presbjtery, 
ey enj-yn When the Seſion cenſurerth any Delinquent, or ſcandalous perſon, 
il puniſh- they order bis publick and ſolemn repentance ( if by ſome ſuperi- 
nts and = or Judicatory it be not decermined ) as they think fit, by pluralicy of 
; Voyces ; after performance of which Order, che Penicent is received 
inco the Communion of the Church. Bur before the Delinquent be 
admicted-to do his Repentance, he is fined in a pecwmary mnll, at 
their diſcretion, proportioned to the dewerit of the Offence, and the 
ability of the Perſon, as he is poorer or richer, Ir is rue, this money 
is, for the moſt part, imployed to plous and charitable uſes, As they 
puniſh by Pecuniary fines, ſo corporaly roo, by impriſoning the per- 
ſons of the Delinquents uſinz chem diſgracefully, cartivg them 
ehrough Cicies, making chem ſtand in Jogges, as they call chem, Pil- 
laries, ( which in the Country-Churches are fixed to the- two ſides of 
the main door of the Pariſh-Church ) cutcing che half of cheir Hair, 
ſhaving their Beards, &c, and ic is more than ordinary, by their O- 
riginal and Proper power, to banifh them out of the bounds and limirs 
of the Pariſh, or Presbyrety, asthey liſt roorder ic, Is not this Po= 
teft as mtriuſque gladis? And would not a good Learned Juriſt ſay, that 
this is not onely incrufion upon meerly civil Power, but upen the very 
Royal Rights chemſelves ? The Imperial Law, if I be not miſtaken, 
maketh b4»ihwent (o peculiar to the Soverain Authoricy, chat wich» 
ay ics power and conſent, it cannot be inflited upon any civs, any 
ubſeRt., 

vey will or. Their: ordinary praftice more in this, is ; char when a pecuniary 
apriſe the mul& is infliged, if the Delinquent pay nor the defined and determi- 
hild, if cirher ned ſumme, or at leaſt give ſecuricy for the payment of it, although 
_ he ſhould reftifie all che contrition is requiſice, by bun:ble confeſſion, 
Ec of. andoffer moſt willingly ro doall penance, to give »ll ſarisfaRion, be 
fed the Mill not be admitted ro ſatisfie publickly : nay, he is proceeded againſt 

hurch. for Contumacy, and they will threaren Excommunicarion. 
Nor is that co-be paſſed by, that if a Child be born i» Fornicatron, 
andeicher ef che Parentshath nor ſatisfied che Church ; chey —_ 
uſe 


, (33 - 
refuſeto Bapriz2 the poor Infant, 'cill che Church get ſatisf1Rion, 


This is conſonant with Sctipcure, 113m que peceaverit, ipſa moriatnr, 
Ic is fit now in che nexc place to ſpeak of 


The Pretbytery, 
V Hichis the next Judicarocy, ro which the Seffion is ſubordi- 
nace. Ichachin it ſowewbere more, ſomewhere fewer, Pa- 
riſh-Churches ; as ſome are made up of Twenty, ſome of Twelve, 
ſome of fewer, 

All perſons within theſe Pariſhes, wichio the precin& of chis Preſ- 
bytery, of wha qualicy ſoever (che King or His Family hereif) are 
not exempted ; Day, nor from the juriſdiftion of His Parochial Se(- 
ſion ) are under the power and juciſdiion ofthis Grand Conſiftory. 

The Members Conlticuents of this Presbyrery are all the Parochial 71. yicmbers 

Miniſters within ics compa(ſs, and a Lay-Elder for each Pariſh. The Confticuents 
Lay-Elders are in number equal corhe Preaching-Elders, and in Pow- the Presbyrery 
er, Voice, Juriſdiion, in Hereſie, Idolatry, Worſhip, Cenſure, &s. 
are Par: conſortia bonorts & poteſtat is pr edits, are ſo equal and uniform, 
that a Plowman fromthe Plow, or a Tradeſman from his Shop,ficring 
there in the capacity of a Lay-Elder, his voyce ls as good asthe voyce 
of che moſt Reverend and Learned Divine, if any be there. They 
maincain a paricy in all, only a liccle difference in chis, thata Lay-El- 
der cannor be Moderacor : Yet have they no Canon for it. And we 
are able coprove by their Books, that men who were never in Sacred 
Orders of Prieſt or Biſhop, have been Moderators, not onely of their 
Presbyrery, but of their ſo much [dolized General Aſſembly, Mr. Ro- 
bert Toole ywho was never Prieſt, nor Deacon, only Reader in St. An- 
drews, was in one tucn, for a year, or half a year, or ſome laſting crime, 
Mode:tator of the Presbyrery of St. Andrews ; and Mr. George Bucha- 
»az, who was never Church-man; and Mr. Andrew Melvil who had 
neverthe Order of Deacon, both of them have been Moderators of 
their great Genera! Afſembly. 

The Caſes proper torhis Judicatory, are, I, Such as are from eve- x1, ©, 
ry individual Pariſh wirhin its compaſs referred, or preſenced, 3+ Al: yro,er i ir, | 
Crimes and Scandals of higheſt rain, namely, ſuch as are civilly pu- 
niſhable by death, 3. All Crimes which come under the cenſure of Ex- 
communication. 4.All Appealsfrom Seffions. 5.All Differences which 
cannot be compoſed or determined in the Parochial Conclave. 6. The 
viſitation and cenſure of all what is amiſs in every Parith, either in 
Preacher or other. 7.The eng of Readers,and School-M — 
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me of They meet once a week in ſome places, in other placer, onely once 
ring; a fort=night. All che Miniſters in cheir ſeveral curns, at their Meet- 
ing,Exerciſe as chey call it ; thar is,there is appoinred by che Presby- 
rery, ſome one Book of Old or New-Teſtzment, which every one by 
eurn$ in his own courſe interprerech in the Pariſh-Church, where the 
Presbycery doth mect. Two always ſpeak, che firſt from che Readers 
Desk or Pow: che ocher, in ſome other place diſtant from him, bur 
convenient for bearipg, The firſt Analyſeth, Interpretech, and ta- 
keth away the doubrs of his Texc ; and (as they enjoyn ; be is bound 
tothe Doftora/ pars, The ſecond, when tie firſt nach done, adderh 
co What is ſaid : hath a Warranc to ſupply rhe deſects, or correct the 
Errors of the firſt Speaker ; bur eſpecially his charge is the Paſtoral 

part, to apply the Text, and brivg ic home co che affections. 
Lay-Preachers, , .T here be Ingredients 1n chis Exerciſe.ſuch as God's Church hefore 
F chis late Age never knew, a kind of Cre:.ures whom they call Expe- 
Hants. Theſe are Students 1n Duvinicy, or Country Scheol- Malters or 
ſuch Yourhs who are bred with ſome Gamaliel;»hoafter that they have 
given their privace trials by Preaching and Diſpure, arc enrolled Ex- 
peftants, of ſuch or ſuch a Presbyrery. Theſe muſt keep rheir turnsin 
Exercifing, and adding ( as they call it) with the aRual Miniſters, 
(0 they call chem) and once admicred ro that Presbyrery,may,when- 
ſoever imployed, Preach in any Pariſh-Church within che bounds of 
that Presbycery, do all Af:mifterial afts, excepr Baptize, or give the 
Sacrament of the Lords-Supper, ( for ought 1 know, there is no Con- 
ſecration uſed by them in chat holy Aion, bur a meer Thankſgiving ) 
nay, they may be conſtant helpers, and Co Preachers wich a Rabbi, if 
he, the Pariſh, and Presbytery agree to ic. I pray you, ſhew me 
where cyer you read of ſuch a profanation, that a Lay-man wichour 
Orders, Impofition of Hands, fhall be a Publick Preacher of God's 
Word, and intrude upon this Sacred FugRion. Theſe for the moſt 
part were the Beardleſs Boys King Fares of Bleſſed Memory, men« 
ctioneth in the Conference at Hampton-Conr:, Who won!d brave him 

to hi face. pag. 4+ 

Wichin one County there may be two or three, more or fewer 
Presbyceries, according as there be more or fewer Pariſh-Churches; 
and yer all cheſe Pretbyteries are independant one from ang« 
ther: onely it is remarkable, char the Presbyrery of Ed:nbargh, 
becauſe (as they ſpeak) ir © ſeated onthe Watch>Tower, hath well nigh 
obrained by Cuſtom, and other means, a Swperintending power, 
over all other Pregbyteries ; and other Presbyteries many 
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rimes ſend thicher to have reſolution of cheir difficult Caſes, The rea- 
ſon is, beſides the Eminency of chis City by its Wealth, and the refi- 
dence of all bighet Courts of Juſtice there, (although his Allobra- 
oical brood maincain Parity) chere be notwithliandipg ſome few Pa- 
criarchs, who rule and over-rule all, who Lord it,and Pope it, over the 
Lord's Inhericance; ard in this Ciry ordinarily are ſome of theſe 
Patriarchs : and the Keſpouſa prudentuns from hence are received as 
Oracles by remote Pcesbyreries, and reverenced as Anſwers by Vrins 
and T hummim. 

There is none who liverch wichin the Verge of a Pregbycery, bur is 
anſwerable cochis Claſſes and Jadicatory, and mult appear whenſoever 
or for whatſoever cited. The King and His Family are not exeinpred, 
nor ptiviledged. If He be cited and appear not, He may be excom- 
municaced for His diſobedience and contumacy : If He appear, He 
muſt ſubmic His Earchly Sceprer to that cheir Scepter, which they 
rerm the Scepter of Chriſt ; He muſt do whac 19 enjoyned. The Preſ- 
byrery is Independent from the C:own of an -Earthly King, who is 
God's and Chriſt's Vicegerent in the General Kung dom of his Provi- 
dence onely : Bur this Sa»hrdrim is Chriſt's Vicegerent in his oxco- 
nomical Kingdom as Mediator, 45 they ſpeak ; and conſequenclyro 
ic He muſt vail His Crown, ſubmit hig Scep:er, and from ic receive 
Chriſt's Law and Ordinances. 

King James of Bleſſed Mcmory, knew this well, who therefore in 
that Conference at Hampton-Convrt,pag-79, ſaith, © A Scottiſh Pref- 
« bytery, as well agreeth with a Monarchy, as God and the Devil : then 
&« Jack axd Thom, 4#d Will, 4d Dick ſhall meet, and at their plea- 
© [ares cenſure Me and my Conneel, and all My proceedings. Then Will 
"© hall fland up and ſay, It muſt be thus. Then Dick ſhal reply, and 
&« (43, Nay marty, but we will have it thus, And therefore here I muſ# 
&« once reiterate my former ſpeeches ( the King is anſwering to D. Rei» 
© o/ds, who ſeemeth to beg of His Mijeſty a Presbytery, or ſome- 
thing like co it) ©* Le Roy sf aviſera * Stay I pray you for one ſeaven 
« years before you demand that of me : and if you then finde me purſey 
« xd fat, and my Wind-pipes fluffed, | will perhaps hearken to you : 
©« For, let that Government be once up, ] am ſure | ſhall be kept in 
« breath ; then ſhall we all of us have work enough, both our hands full, 
a Bat, D. Rainolds, till you finde that I grow lazy, let that alone. 

It is more than notoriouſly known to many yet living, and is upon The Presbyrery 
Record in the Presbycery Books of Edenbaygh, how King James ner bath kepr ſtare | 
once, but many times bath ſent men of Honour and good qualicy,s -—. 

manding,” 


($) 

manding, ot rather requeſting for ſume rhings at their hands ; who 
have heard che Commuthioners propoſe che King's mind ; Bur chey, to 
keep che power and place Chriſt bath given their in chat Cigniry, ſuir- 
able co {o high a truſt, have diſmifled the Genrlemen (enc by the King 
wichout anſwer, and by an Order of chat Spirit#al-bouſe, have ap- 
poinred one or two, as Commiſſioners of the Presbytery, to go ro the 
King with their will axd pleaſure, looſing nothing of Chriſt's authority, 
| and c:-rying themſelves with the King, almoſt as if cwo free Eltates, 

or ewo free Kings had mer and were dealing rogecher, | 
All Caſes and A$ 00 perſon 1s exempred from obedience and ſubmiſſion to this 
; Crimes are power, [o nocrime or ſin whatſorver committed , or ſuſþetted to be 
within the cen» comanicred within che Seignory of this petty Principalicy. And that 
_ = te ſomerimes is ſo extragayancly and cravſcendently too lookt after,and 
{ PIeety. called in queRtion, (eſpecially if inciſcreer Zeal,or holy Spleen work 
and move by the Spirit on a holy Brother) char if there be a fa& and 
fault commitred, ſecret, or known to very few, it is breught forth to 
the light of the Wo:ld: There 1s no care raken to reconcile che lap- 
ſed ro God in a private way,and to conceal his Offence,but diſgraced 
he is publickly. Whar ſound repentance this may work, judge you; 
How conſonant this is to the Apoſtolical Canon, T bey that ſin pnblick- 
ly, rebuke publickly z, and to the common Maxim of the Church, De 
occult non jndicat Eccleſia ; he may eaſily ſee, who hath nor divorced 
himſelf from common ſenſe and reaſon. To cure thele ſecret fins by 
the power of the Keys in :ter1ori foro conſcientie,and cover them with 
che manile of Charicy, ſmellerh ranckly of Auricular Confeſhon, Po- 
piſh Abſolution , and S:gilum confeſſions. See the Conference at 
Hampton-Court, pag, 93. Itis certain, a fooliſh man revealing foo- 
liſhly his faulesco his Wife, the zealous Wife upon ſome quarre!ling 
bertywixc her and her Husband, hath gone to a good Miniſter, revealed 
whac was told her, and chs honeſt impartial Miniſterhach convented 
the man, charged him with his fin, and made him confeſs, ſatishe, and 

do penance publickly, | 

PE _ Nay, upon a ſurmiſe,ſuggeſtion,ſuſpicion, or any miſ- information, 
vg if the Miniſter, or Lay-Elders delate (char is, preſent) two perſons to 
ouſly here in- converſe ſo familiarly, that it is eo be feared that they are guilty of 
quired afrer. PFornication, if chey be unmarried , or of Adultery ; if both of them, 
or eicher of them be marrie1, chey (hall be cited, and convented, ex- 
amined by all proofs, preſumprions, interrogatories, &e. whether or 
not they have ' err If thar the preſumprions be pregnant although 
no proof be, they ſhall be par in cloſe Priſon, fed on bread and wa- 
| cer 
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ter, kept thar none may come ar them, all Members Confticuencs of 
theſe Judicatories, appoinced to try what they know againſt the next 
Court-day; when no proof can be had, and all the preſumptions do 
nor faſtenguiltineſs upon the accuſed, and the Impriſonment and other 
hard uſages cannor extort a confeſſion,they are diſmiſſed : Bur an A< 
is enacted, thac if choſe rwo perſons ſuſpe&ed of Fornication, or A» 
dultery, (hall be ſeen to meer, or be in company together,excepr they 
mcet in Church or Marker, ic ſhall be holden proconfe fo, as confeſſed, 
thatchey are guilty of what chey are charged with, 

Nay, ſometimes the parties, although innocent and no real Evi- 
dence being produced againſt them, are brought on the Lord's-day 
publickly to the middle of che Church before che Pulpir, ro declare, 
ſomecimes to confirm their Declaration by an Oath, that they are 
innocent and free of that Crime wherewith chey are charged. And 
ſometimes they are forced ro make their publick Repentance in the 
Church , upon a Pillary , for their unchrifian behaviour: becauſe 
char, alchough che parties charged be free, yer their converſation 
bath been ſ»ſpicious and ſcandalous, 

A whole Volume might be written of young Women by theſe 
courſes diſgraced and defamed : of many Families divided and (cat- 
cered, whereas before there was no jelouſie berwixt the Man and the 
Wife. 

This Judicatory of the Presbycery is ſo high, and of ſo vaſt a lati- 
tude, thaty asthe Pope bringethin all civil Cauſes ro himſelf as a com- 
petent Judge, /#b formalitate peccats ; ſo, this Papal Conclave bringe 
eth any thing, howſoever meerly and purely civil, under its laſh, ſb 
formalitate ſcandali, as ſcandalous to a Chriſtian prefeſſion. 

It is not forgotten by many yet living,how the Presbyrery of Eaen- , |; 
burghattempted to cenſure Ecclefialticallythz Merchants there, for [4 

. "4 I . r 
carrying Wheat to Spazx in time of a Famine or Dearth there, for inconfiftenc 
this was to feed and maintain God's enemies, But above all, that was with the liber- 
a piaculum. an almoſt inexpiable fin, to tranſport Wax to Spain ; for of Trade and 
this was tobe acceſſory to [dolatry, in reſpe& the greateſt parr of this Commerce, 
Wax was imployed in making Tapers and Candles to the Virgis 
Mary, and other Saints, 

In St. Ancrewr, 1. T. was indebted to P. T. a conſiderable ſum of j,60,60en; 
money, the greateſt parc of his lock: /,T, delaying, or (huffIing, of with the au- 
not able ropay,P.T.at the day of pzyment deſigred in the Bond, P.T, thority of cir 
obtained before the Lords of Sefſion, a Judgment againſt 1,T. with Judicatories, 
power to demand payment 1o the King's Name, anc upon diſobedi- 

C ence 
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ence to be out-lawed. and (all into a Premmnre, or eſcheatin? of his 
moveable Goods and Chattels. 7. T. bemoans himſelf to the Presby- 
rerys The Pcesbytery convents P. T. before them, threatens him with 
Excommunicarion, if be did perſiſt coput in Execution the Judgmenc 
of the higheſt Juzicatory in the Kingdom : and for fear of this dread- 
ful Court and horrid Sentence, he paſles from his parſuir, continueth 
the demanding of repaying of his money. You ſee here what power 
this Presbytery hath over ail, and the higheſt of civil Judicatories, 
The Presbyte- Infinite inſtances of this kind may be produced : give me leave to 
ry at pleaſure add one of a higher ſirain; The City of Edenburgh, by the Kings of 
repealcth Roy* For [and, among other favours and priviledges, hath a Royal Grant 
|= c909mr buck , of a weekly Market-day on Monday. This Grant is confirmed by Let- 
ters Patents under the Great Seal, and by the Randing Laws of the 
Kingdom ; The Presbytery here by their tranſcendent ſole authority, 
diſcharged any Market to be kept on Monday ; the reaſon was, be- 
cauſe it occahoned the travelling of Men and Horſe the Lord's- 
day before,which profaned the Sabbath, If the Tradeſmen, who found 
at home what loſs they had by wanting their Market, had not with 
force and violence oppoſed their Soveraignty,and made them forſake 
it, it was like enough to have paſſed, and obtained longer. 

The moſt a&ive in this caſe were the Shoo-makers, who were moſt 
prejudiced by the diſcharge of the Monday-Market. [hey threarned 
the Miniftery-Right down, that if they perſiſted in that courſe, they, 
would thruſt them out of the Gares of the City : which threats re= 
Rored the Mcndays-Market, When King James, thac Miracle of 
Piety, Learning, and Royal Prudence, heard of this ; he, with unco= 
vered head, and lifted up hands, ſaid rothis, or much about thig. 
ſenſe, I thank God the Shoo-makers have more power to repreſs the inſo- 
lency and violence of the Presbytery, than I and my Conncel both, 

The Presbyrte= It is known to many yet living, that they have ciced before them 
ry will nor ſuf- Noblemen and Gentlemen of good qualicy, who had intended civil 
NI——_ ARions againk their own 'T'enancs before the ordinary Judge,and diſ=. 
Renes, Charged chem to proſecute them any further, under the pain of Eccle- 
; fiaſtical cenſures, This was i» re civ4ls, in a civil bufineſs, but wodes 
Conſfiderandi, as they rook notice of it, was ſpiritwal. And why? be- 
cauſe the hely Brethren pretended, this did wichdraw people from 
their lawful Vocations, bred ſtifes, and contention among Brethren, 

and did hinder the progreſs of the Goſpel. 

As the particular Miniſters of indiyidual Pariſhes are under 
ahem, ſo they finde the tyranny oftheir Archiſhnagog:, their _ 

Fading 
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feading Miniſters, in thac meaſure, char their little finger is heavier Some few of 
than a Biſhops whole hand and loyns. Biſhops are like to a Parernal the Presbyrery 
Government, chaſtifing with Rods ; bur the Presbycerians ſcourge OE oy 
them with Scorpions : any Lord, Knight, or Eſquire, who is cunning, wr pans 
and can by fair carriage, or otherwiſe, gain favour or credit with ſome Dake 7 
ſew Patriarchal Presbyters, he is able art pleaſure co torn our an move and 
honeſt man ( who perhaps is to free in rebuking the Gentleman for "plan ar 
his ſins, or cannot or will not condeſcend co grant his unlawful and * mo—— 
unjuſt demands) and co bring in one to his own fanfie and humor, 
with whom, and by whom he is able to work and eff:tuare his own 
bad intendments. This holy Savbedrims, although the Parochial Mi- 
niſter for IntelleF nal abilities, be (ufficiently enabled, and for mural 
Integrity be blameleſs, yer chey will tinde ic fic he be tranſplanced 
from char Church, becauſe che Congregation is not edified by him ; 
at a Vilication the Landlord'is able ro make all ſay, and witneſs, they 
are not edified by him; or if 2 Presbyter who hath more power with 
the Domnne Moderator, and his Aſhfants, being in a Pariſh of a 
ſmall Ripend, and eſpying ſomewhere a bercer Pariſh, and an honeſt 
man inic, but not ſo much reſpeRed by the high Prieſts of the Sar- 
hedrins, he will urn bim out by the Presbytery, enter the charge, 
and ceap the benefic of a better Pariſh, and place the other (ic may 
be, and ofcen proves ſo, the better and worthier man ) in another 
Pariſh of leſs worth, and deterior his condition. There needs no 
other reaſon for this, bur that this ſacred Conſiſtory, dire&ed and 
aſfifted with infallibility, do finde ir, e Re Ecclefie, thatitis for God's 
olory and the good of the Church, 

I might inftance a world of theſe Examples; only ler me tell you An honeſt ma 
one of the Presbytery of Cooper in Fife, A Nobleman there having removed from 
one Maſter Weymis, an honeſt man, a Preacher and Parſon at one of _ pn—_ 
the Churches, che which whole Pariſh belonged to the Nobleman, woke ge 
uſed all the intreaties, all che threarnings he could, to perſwade make away ſa 
Maſter Weymis to make over to him, and his houſe, the Righr of the crilegiouſly 
Benefice, which, if I miſtake nor, was a Parſonage. The good man *h* Church 
refuſed ir: the Nobleman finding the man immoveable, having pre- Parrimony. 
pared the way with the Ring-leaders, accuſerh the honeſt man before 
the Presbytery , obtained ſenrence of removing Mr, Wezms from 
that Cancch and Benefice, and bringeth in ons Mr, Scrogie , who 
with the conſent of the Presbytery , ſacrilegiouſly made over the 
Right of the Church to rhe Nobleman and his Family. Mr. #ey- 
wi was tranſplanted ro another Church. The Right made over by 

C 3 Scrogie, 
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The Presbyrery 1 iS known, that no Kingdom of the King's was ſo much infeſted 


the Seminary With Feudes ( as they call chem) as that of Scotland : nor was there 
and Nurſery of any thing more ordinary, than Neighbourly Feuds in Pariſhes, to be 
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Scrogie,nas afcerwards confirmed by AR of Parliament. King James, 
when this Nobleman came to him, ſpoke to him to this ſenſe : My 
Lord, I wonder how you have ſo much power with the Presbytery to 
obtain ſuch a thing, and work ſo ſtrange a matter, I pray you teach 
me che way, for I would gladly know ic. The Nobleman anſwered, 
to this ſenſe, or much about irz Sir, you take not che right way, [ 
prepared my bulineſs, by gaining the prime men to my courſe, I ſent 
to A. B's houſe ſo much Malt, and coC. Ds houſe ſomuch Meal ; to 
N. a Carkaſs of Bief; this got me the power to put away Weyww, to 
bring in Scrogie, and from him with che conſent of the Presbyrery, to 
have the right of the Parſonage impropriate to me and my houſe : Sir, 
eais courſe you muſt take, if you would work any thing by or with 
cheſe men. 

The Teſtament of a Gentleman of Wir, and more than ordinary 
worth and eſteem, is to this day extant, (alcbough he died many years 
a2g0,) wherein confeſſing his many fins ( he was much guilty of vn- 
cleanneſs, and was of more than ordinary reach in Political and Sub- 
tile ways) abhorcing himſelf for them, and earneſtly begging par- 
don, profeſled, and proteſted, that no fin did wound his Conſcience 
ſo much, as his deep Hypocrifie, who, wichout the true fear of God, 
made great (hew of Religion where none, or little was, and to cover 
his fins from the World, to hide his ſhame, and che Þercer to effeRu- 
ate bis privare deſigns, be mide much of ſome few prime leading Mi- 
niſters: by doing of which, he was not challenged for his fins; and 
was enabled co work his other ends, This hath been, and is this day 
a conſtanc courſe kept by all of that cutr and coar, 


fought to the effuſion of much blood, partly beginning ſometimes 
within the Church , and ended in the Church-yard, where many 
times ſome were killed, And it was as ordinary to finde each Presby- 
cery divided in their afte&ton and courſe, according as they affeted 
che one, or the other party. Nor was Scotland ever free of Feuds, 
ſhearhing their Swords in their Neighbours Bowels,, mardering one 
another ill a little before King James came into England ; nor did 
ever that Kingdom enjoy ſuch Peace and Plenty, as durivg che time 

of Epiſcopacy. 
Sir, By the few Inſtances I have given you of many, you may ſee 
clearly, that Presbyterian Government, is not only inconſiſtent _ 
Q0- 
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Monarchy, but deſtruRive of the Liberty of the Subjeas Perſon, and 
Trade ; enchroaching upon all Authority, Soveraign, and Delegate ; 
retraining art pleaſure Cauſes and Suits commenced before Judges ; 
forbidding Execution of Judgments obtained before the Ordinary 
Judges, repealing Grants, Letters-Patents, Rights and Priviledges 

authorized by Law: aſſuming to its ſelf the Civil Power, exz4ino 
Civil Fines, pecuniary Muldts, infliting corporal puniſhments pain= 
ful and diſgraceful ; defaming young, diſgracing married perſons ; 

andin brief, is againſt the Peace of che Kingdom, of Families, and 

of Neighbours, And for their Clergy or fellow-P:esbyrere, they ty» 

rann'ze over their Conſcience, depoſe, or tranſplant them ar pleaſire, 

for reaſons known to ſome few of the more active. Ir is proper now 

to ſpeak next of 


Provincial Syneds, 
]* deſcribing of which we need not to infift much : for, except that 
the JuriſdiRion is of greater extent and latitude in irs Efſentials, 
Confticucion, and power, with the exerciſe of it, ic is the very ſame, 

A Provincial Synod is the Apiſh Imitation of a Provincial Coun- What it is. 
cil, conſiſting of a Metrapolicane, and the Suffrzgan Biſhops of bis - 
Province. With them, it is an aſſociate body of the Commiſſioners 
choſen out of all the Individual Pyesbyreries Within the Precin& of 
the Province. How many there be of chem in the Kingdom of Scot» 
lard at this inflant, I know not 3 but the Kingdom is divided into ſo 
many Provinces, as they in their prudence think it firtet for the Go- 
vernment of che Church. 

If I remember right, by their plarforms. of Diſcipline, theſe Provin- 
cial Synods are to meet twice a year, or oftner, pro re td. 

Theſe Synodal Aﬀemblies have a ſuperintending and over-ruling The extent of 
power over all the Presbyteries within the limits of that Province. their power, 
The Caſes proper co theſe Courts, are, 1. All matters which do The Caſs 
2ppercain co the whole Province. 2, All Referrs from all Presbyte- which fall 
ries within ics Verge. 3, All Caſesof every ſeveral P:esbytery, which vithin their 
were difficult, and could notthere be decermined. 4, Thedue cenſure P09 

of all whatis chought ro be done amiſs in any Presbytery within its 
laſh, 5. What is ordered and decreed in thoſe Provincial Synods, 
tiech all within che particular Presbyceries and Pariſhes, as well Lay 
as Clergy-men to obedience, Any Presbycery elſe, that moveth wich= 
out the ſphear of this Province, is nor tied to obey what this decrees, 


by vertue of any authority flowing from it. 
, - i Cc 3 The 
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" The ſame courſe is holden in all things in the Provincial Sanbe- 


£ drims, which is kept ia the Presbyrerial ConfiRory, ſo that 1 need noc 


crouble you by reſuming and repeating the like: only here is ſome 
piece and uſe of good Policy, which is chis ; In a Province, there may 
be ſome four, or five, or fix, or more, knowing leading Miniſters, who 
over-rule different and diſtant Presbyteries, and ſo cannot formally 
and fairly joyn their wits and power co compaſs their common and 
privare ends, The meeting of this Provincial Synod, occafioneth the 
meeting of choſe leading men in the ſame place ; who after that they 
have communicated Counſels, and agreed upon the courſe, they are 
able to draw their Brethren, cheir Pupils of cheir FaRion, as Servwms 
pecws, flaviſhly, yer with much zeal to diſpute, debate, and voyce for 
what they in their wiſdomchink fic for their own ends : which courſe 
laied down, will be ſo prevalenc, that if ic be again King, Coun- 
crey, Preacher, or Lay-men, in thar concerne:hthe publick, or any 
private mans intereſt, ro whom chey and ingaged, iris co as licele 
purpoſe to ſome good men to oppoſe, or moderate this courſe , as to 
2 man to ſtop a current of a flood, after a great inundation of rainz 
with his foot. 

There is another trick of policy too, whereby the «Apoſtles of this 
Province advance their own credit, that the wiſeſt of the Nobility 
and Gentry ſec who are the active and doing men, and having their 
particular intereſt many times both in the publick, and their own 
private, they make their addreſs to theſe Popes, gain them to their 
courſe, and ſtrengthen themſelves by che Spiritual Sword to diſturb 
the publick, or to gain their private ends, whether right or wrong. 
When the Commiſſioners from hencereturn to their ſeveral Presby- 
reries, they intimate to them, to command the particular Minifters to 
preach in their Pariſhes, DoArine cending to the advancement of 
thoſe deſigns : and this is ſo much obeyed, that the Miniſter of rhe 
Kings Family, or Pariſh, muſt fing the ſame Sovg, although ic con» 
cern the Kingin his Honour, or in that is moſt dear to him, and be to 
the prejudice of his Perſon, Soveraignty and Government, 

Theſe &2gy01, theſe prime mee of God, are attended and honoured 
ſo by the ſubtle and cunning Nobleg and Gentlemen, that they are 
well nighdeified : in their coming to and fro, to Afﬀemblies, Preſ- 
byreries, or upon other occaſions, the moRteminent of the Province 
wait uponzhem, intreat them to come to their Houſes, ſet them at 
the head of the Tables by my Lady, provide for themthe bet Cham- 
bers. And that you may know , howſcever they pretend Parity , 


| that 


L $I 
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that ir is proteſtatio contra fatiuns ; never Bilhopin Scotland hath come 
into Cities wich ſuch Convoys , been atrended with ſuch great per 
ſonages, as ſome of this holy Brotherhood, Iris co this day remem- 
bred, that when Mr. Kobert Bruce came from his Viſication in the 
Weft, or South, recurning co Edenbwrgh, and encring by the (anon- 
gate, King James looking out at his Window in his Palace at Haly- 
rade- Houſe, wich indignation, ( which extorred from him an Oath ) 
ſaid, ** Mr. Robert Bruce I ans ſure intends to be King, and declare 
&« bimſelf Heir to King Robert the Bruce. 

If yon would allow me upon this ro digreſs, I beg to be bold tothe preſumy 
rell you g true Story, and the moſt inſolent I believe you ever read ous carriage 
or heard, When Q. Elizabeth was waxed old, K+ Famer bethinking of Mr. R. Bru: 
how cocome at the peaceable poſleffion of that Right: God and Na- *29ad King 
cure had Incicled him co after her dexth; and reſolvingto recal and Foun 

ardon the Earls of Ang, Huntly,and Erroll (who at that time were 
þrniſhed, and beyond Seas) feared, if by himſelf, and his Soveraign- 
ty, hs ſhould do it, becauſe they were profeſſed Papiſts , he feared 
the Church would except againſt ic, and move his SubjeRs to Sedition 
and Rebellion: yer the Noblemen were molt able to irengthen him, 
and do him beſt ſervice inthe Kingdom. To prevent this m'ſchief, he 
ſent one of his cruſted and worthy Courtiers ro Mr. Robert Brace, one 
of the Miniſters of Edexbwrgh, who at chat time hadgreat ſway in the 
Church , deficing him co come to his Majeſty about ſome buſineſs of 
high Concerament. Mr. Robert did come. The good admirable King, 
welcomed him more than courteouſly, cook him into his Retiring or 
Bed-chamber, ſpoke powerfully to this ſenſe: My, Roherr, I bave 
ſent for you to have your advice in a Buſineſs of great weight, concerning 
the Peace of Scotland and England, and which concerns me in Right 
and Honour moſt nearly: ye Elizaberh, my Siſter and (onfin, ts 
ſfick,, and cannot live loxg, you know I have God's, and Nature's Right to 
that (rown, I cannot loſe it in Honour or 1# Juſtice, and yet my prayer to 
God is , that 1nsay come at my Kight without any blood. I know there is 
ſome Faltion in England againſt me, but my friends aye more prevalent 
there : It concerneth me, in point of Prudence, to provide that there be no 
Fattion and diviſion inthis my Kingdom of Scotland : for if this King- 
dome be all one wa) for me in hearty obedience and ſubjeftion, the diſaf- 
felled party in England will be better adviſed than to work me trouble to 
their great diſadvantaye, Now, ſaith the beft and wiſeſt of King, I fear 
nothing, but that theſe three Noblem:n beyond Seas, bee auſe of their for- 
feitmre, may be wrought upon by Papiits, enconraged and enabled by -_ 
ivere, 
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there, and the Engliſh Papiſts who are moſt againſt my coming to the 
Crown of England, knowing 1 am a ſound Proteſt ant, to come hither and 
trouble Me and the Peace of this Kingdom, Do you not think it fit that 
I give them a pardon,reftore them to their Hononr and Lands,and by ſo 
doing, ſs gain themythat thus 1 may ſave the effuſion of Chriſtian blood? 
Totnis demand ſo piouſly made, the anſwer was : Sir, you m4y pardon 
Angus and Arroll, and recal thems ; but it is not fit nor will you ever ob- 
tainmy conſent, to parden or recal Huntly. To this the molt gracious 
King ſweetly reply'd : 4r.Robert, /t were butter for me to pardon ard 
recal him, & not the other two,than the other two without h1m.1. Becauſe 
you kxow he hath agreater command, aud ts more powerful than both of 
them. 2. Next, you know I am more aſſured of his affettion 0 me ; for he 
hath married my dear and near Kinſwoman,the Duke of Lencx bus St» 
fter, His rejoynder was, Sr, [ cannot agree toit. The King ou: of the 
greatdepth of his wiſdom and prudence,& his cranicendent 2ootnels, 
conciuded thus : Mr, Robert, / have imparted m» moſt ſecret chr ghts 
to you firſt before any,and to you only ; I am ſo confident of your zeal and 
good affettion to Me and My Honour, that I intreat you to think, #pon 
1/1 matter 4 day or two; and after your better thoughts and prayers, re= 
turn to-me, andtell me clearly what you think, Thus was he diimifled 
with as much reſpe& as the King could give to any of his h:ghe(t Sub- 
je&s. The cruthis, at chis rime chis man had more power in Edenburgh 
than the King; and his credit there had a mighty influence upon all his 
SeA,and many inthe Kingdom. Within a day or two he recurns to his 
Majeſty,yet,if I be informed righr,not till he was called upon : When 
he entred theKings Preſence-chamber,the King took him into a ſecret 
retiring Room, as betore, made the Door be ſhur, and ſpeaketh to this 
ſenſe : Now Mr, Robert, 1 hope you have thought more ſerionfly upon 
that weighty buſineſs I propoſed to you the laſt day, and have prayed God 
to dirett you and Me both ; tell me then what you think, of my purpoſe and 
reſolution concerning thoſe three Noblemen, He recurneth this anſwer ; 
Sir, the more I think of it, the more 1 aw confirmed in the adviſe I gav? 
to you the laſt day : 1 agree with all my heart that you recal Angus ard 
Arroll, but for Hunrly zt cannot be. The King reſumed and repeated 
his reaſons before-mentioned, and added ſome more : He obſt;- 
nately oppoſed and contradiged ir. All do know , who knew 
any thing of cheſe crimes, chat Angus and Arroll were a« bigot Papiftg, 
If not more, than Huxt.y; there was nodifference in R-ligion : the 
trurh is, Maſter Bruce veas a Lover of the Earl of Argyle, wholoved 
not much the Earl of Huntly. This was the Spirit inſpired him, as it 

leemeth, 


— 
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ſeemerh. King James deſired his reaſons : he gave none, but ſpoke 
Majeflically. Then the King cold him downrighe, fr, Robert, 
have told you my purpoſe ; you ſee how nearly and highly it concerneth me; 
I have given you myreaſons for my reſolution, you give me your opinion, 
but you ſtrengthen it not with reaſou;wherefore 1 will hold my ownreſols- 
tion,and de as 1 firſt ſpoke to you. Tothe which (with chriſtian and ſub- 
j*&-like reverence ! ) be recurned this reply ; el, Sir, you may do as 
you lift ; but choooſe you, yee ſhall not have me and the Earl of Huntly 
both for you. Sir, Judge by chis in what caſe Monarchy is, in ſuch a Go- 
vernment : for chat this 1s truth, I am as much affured of, as moral cer- 
cainty can aſſure any man of moral cruth which with his own Ears he 
hach nor heard. And yer chis man was but Miniſter of Edenbuyghs 

To return thither, from whence we digreſled, chat you may know, The Councre 
thac this great Honour which is done to choſe great ones, the Cahi- honour nor 
net-Councel of all Provincial and General Aſlemblies,by theſe cun- *b<lc Apoſtles 
ning and ſubtile Nobles and others, is not done inthe name of 4 Di» m_ mi , 
ſeiple, in the name of 4 Prophet ; reflect a little with your eyes, and ;, ppnn 
conſider how the ſame men reſpe& and enterain their own Patiſh the diſreſpe& 
Min fer : When the Gamaliel firs by my Lady, the Pariſh Prieft, all other Mini 
will be below che Candleſtick; and will be forced to come to his = _ free 
Lord, orLaird, and Chrouchdown for a morſel of Bread, and ſmall... _ 
piece of Money, Nay, before the Gamabiel be gone, hz muſt prompe 
and Catechiſe the poor Stipendiary, how to carry himſelf wich che 
Lord and Laird, not to exact roo rigorouſly what is due in his coms- 
petent Stipend, nor in Preaching, do&rine or diſcipline, to offend 
che Lord or Laird: ſuch good Chriſtians, ſuch Fehoſhnah's, Nebems- 
ah's, and Eſdras's, are to be much made of, for the cauſe of God, 1 
dare to ſay, never Biſhop or A-chbiſhop in Exglard or Scotland, 
hath uſed more authority, nor did ever carry themſelves ſo arrogancly 
cowards the meaneſt of their Clergy, as theſe men do over their ſim- 
pler Brethren, I come now at laſt ro 


The General Aſſembly. 
His is the Great and High Sanhedrim ; the laſt reſolution of The Preroga- 
| far his almoſt in this aflociate body, Here Chriſt (ics in the tive of this 
Higheſt Glory and Dignity he can upon Earth. Here is the #lt;mate Cour. 
deciſion of all Controverſies. Here you may finde really that fancied 
infallibilicy of che Pope. The JuriſdiRion in this is nniverſal, in afl 
concerneth Eccleſiaſtica, Eccleſiaſt icor, and what c:ncerneth all Tem- 


poralia tn ordine ad Spiritualia, 
Tic 
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' 
The indepen- The authority of iris ſoyeraign, independent from any, derivedto 
ns —_ them by cruſt immediacely from Chriſty to him alone they are accoun- 
"BY ® 1+ cable, Whoſoever obeyerh not this Soveraignty, is to be Excommu- 
| nicace ; the Magiſtrate is at their command, and, as they preſcribe , 
| copuniſhin Eſtate, in Body,1n Life and Death; If the King obey 
| not, He is to be Excommunicated ; and, to angmns this» the No- 
| bilicy, Gentry, ColleRive- body, nay, every individual perſon is to 
Cconcutre to compel and cenſure him ro the nemoſt of his power , to 
puniſh, ro dethrone, to un-Kingzto kill, &c. Let us come and ſee how 
| this goodly Judicacorie is made up, 
Of whom ang. It 1$ compoſed, 1. Firſt, of che Commiſſioners ſent from all che 
how it is com- Presbyreries ofthe Kingdome. Which ( as I hear and am informed ) 
poſed, 1s thus ordered. Every Presbytery ſendeth our two Preaching El- 
| ders, and a Lay-Elder, By this ic ſeemech that the Clergy bath the 
advantage, 2, Secondly, therefore conſider, chat beſides the Com- 
miſſioners from Presbyreries, there cometh from every Burrough and 
Corporation one Commiſſioner ; and Edexbwrgb , for ſome Spiritual 
prerogative no doubt, is honoured and priviledged to ſend two. 
3. Thirdly, the Univerſities and Colledges ſend their Commiſſioners, 
which for the moſt part are not DoRors nor Miniſters , but Lay-men 
and Gracuatesin Liberal Arts and Sciences. This will go near to 
qual che number of Lay-Commiſſioners to that of Preaching-Mi- 
niſters. | 
Howthe King 4+ The King is a Member conſtituent toos and ſhould be there ei- 
is a member of ther pony by himſelf, or virtnally and repreſentatively, in, or by 
it, and of no hig Commiſhoner. He hath one voyce roo,and that affirmative only. 
_—_— _ In what Capacity they admit che King ro be a Member confticuenc 
Ruling Elder, Of this Spiritual Courr, I know not well if chey be agreed upon ic, 
| Some hold that he is chere as Princeps-membram, By this I ſee heis 
the firſt Gentleman there, and, ic may be, bath che righe hand coo. 
Some (ay, as a Repreſentative of the Civil body of the Kingdome,and 
firs there in that capacity. All of them agree in this, char he is bound 
by his own Preſence, or Commiſſioners, co ſee and provide that no 
diſturbance or violencebe offered, 

The King if preſent, and Fiis Commilſioner if abſent » have ſo 
much honour indulged to Him, that He or His Commiſſioner may 
have four, or five, or fix a{ifexts for advice ; but theſe Synodical 
Fathers give their Indulgences with ſuch circumſpe& prudence, thar, 
to preſerve Chriſt's honour, and their own, entire, the King, or His 
Commiſſioner may debate and adviſe with His Coupſel, or Affifants, - 


[ 


or 
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or deſire any of chem to ſpeak,while-matcers ace in debet;ug;Bur when 
it cometh tothe decifion and determination by voices (and plura- 
lity of voyces makech che decree) cbe King has onely ove vozce , and 
that Affirmative enely, not Negative. 

By chis it ig certain, char if che greater part of voices determine T1, yi. m 
contrary to the King's voyce, nay to His Minde and Conſcience, He cxecure their 
is bound to put it in Execution: for Poreſias jwyir is radically in the commands, 
whole Aﬀembly, che King bath no more bur Poteſtatem Fas, to be though they 
an Executioner Res Jwudicate, of the Decrees; otherwiſe, He is cenſu- C Jo. x | 
rable ; and if He be obſtinacely refraftory, He is not worthy to hold — 
His Crown. 

The King preſides too, as they confeſle 5 bur ſo, that it is onely ci- 
villy, and in His civil capacity, 

f I be not miſtaken, yet I dare not ayouch this confidently, the 
King hath not Power to propoſe any thing ſpiricual, or chat concern- 
ech che Church 3: buc, if He doir, ic muſt be done by the Right Fa- 
cher of the Aſſembly , che Moderater. This I dare to ſay, that nei- 
ther the King, nor His Commiſſioner can hinder or eppoſe the pro- 
poſing of any thing they think concerneth che Kingdome of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Por chis were no free general Aſſembly, and tolimit the boh 
one of Iſrael. Nay if the thing propoled conceived by them to be 
Spiricua], be ſo rwiſted with the chings civil, thac che ordering or e- 
Rabliſhing of ic may carry along with it a change and diftemper inthe 
Srace and Government , or import danger to the King and Crown ; 
The Moderator, or any Commiſſioner hath power to propoſe ir , 
determinate it, and never to confider or refle& upon the danger of 
King, Stare, or Kingdome, and char for God and Chris glory. 

The proper, nacural, and right Preſident of this Seraphical Judi- The proper 
cacorie, is one ofthe Preaching Elders (alchough we obſerved before , —_ hy 
how Lay-men, as Buchanan, Melvil, Bruce, have been Moderators ) ; 

a Lay-Elder now cannotbe Moderator. 

Hereis the Legiſlative power , bereis the Soveraignty of Chrifls 
Kingdome, here is the higheſt Tribunal and- Judicatory of Chrift 
upon the Earth z from which no Perſon, no Office, no Condition of 
Creatures priviledged; from it lyerh no appeal. 

The King hach no Power to appoint the cime or place of this Aſ- They indi& 
ſembly , bur onee a year ic muſt neceſſarily /meer, And at thecloſe the Aſſembly 
ofevery Afſembly, the Preſident appointerh the day and place for © tbcir own 
the next. If any great exigency really, or in their fanhe intervening, **'©** 
requireth cke meeting of a general Aſſembly before che time derer- 

D 2 mined, 
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mined, the Commiſſioners from the Aſſembly are to make remon- 
Rrance of it unto the King, 

he vaſt rower  VWPALſoever power the Pope unjuſtly uſurperh, The Catholick 

f chis C = Church, or, her virtual ard Repreſentative, An ecumenical Councel, 

juſtly challenger ; chis General Aﬀembly vindicateth co it ſelf, only 
| Aumntboritative, by way of anthority, within the Church of that King- 

dome and Nation; yet Conſenſive, and Charunative, roextend to all 
| Neighbour-Churches inthe World ; what ever ir be that concernech, 
fidem, culium, Regimen, 8c. credenda, agenda. 

And yer if this infallible Supream Judicatery would reſerve to it 
ſelf chat juriſdition 1s due to men in Sacred Orders, and which in- 
erinſecally, radically, and originally is in them ex vs Ordins, al- 
though Presb\ ters intrude upon higher callings; and they place all 
Eccleſiaſtical power, at leaſt communicate it to Lay-people, the 
Prince's condition were tolerable : Nay, if they did only crench up- 
on whar isdue to Soveraignty, and with which he is inveſted from 
God Almighty, which is reſtrained ad Externwm hominem, and Ex- 
ternums Regimen, although Soveraignty by ir be broughr into ſraiter 
and narrower bounds ; a King might be in ſome poor condition, al- 
though robbed of His Right, But when they come to this, that is 
ordine ad ſpiritualia, in order to. ſpiritual things, they will give the 
King Laws, repeal His Laws, command and expe& performance 
and obedience, otherwiſe excommunicate; andif a King negle& 
chat Excommunication , incite inferiour Magiſtrates, Nobles, and 
! Commonyg, to bring Him in order, to compel and force him; He is 
] in a worſe condition under this Soveraignty, than under the Pope, 
þ by how much it is worſe to a Kipg to be ſubjeRed to an untamed fu- 
rious Bea the Mulcitude, than to the tyranny of One, 

JETER All cheſe Lay-Elders, all cheſe Commiſſioners from Corporations 

' Judges in high» and Burrowes,are de jure divino as fully Judges in all matters of faith, 

'&& points of Worſhip, government ; Judges of Herefie, Idolatry ,Superſticion, of 

Faith and wor* che higheſt points of Orthodox and Catholick myſteries, of the 

ſhip, &6- ovrofleſt and ſubtilleſt Herefies, Arianiſm, Arminianiſm, Macedonia 

| niſm, Monraniſm, Socinianiſm, Anabaptiſm,&c. as any man in ſacred 

| Orders there ; have vocem deliberativam , vocem deciſivan, have a 

debating, diſcufſive voyce, and concur as much wich the influence 

of their voyce to preſcribe and give us Norman fides, cultss, politic, 

2 Confeſſion of faich, a Preſcript for worſhip, Canons for Govern- 

menc and diſcipline,as ever Biſhops bad in lawful chriſtian Councels, 

( Biſhops, Limbs and Members of Antichriſt, are no pare of its ) 

Now 


| 
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Now 1s forgotten that of che Councel of Calcedown, Concilium E- 
piſcopor wns et, and that old Barbarous , bur Chriſtian enough 


Verie, 


Ite for as Laict, non eft vobes locus yer, 

1 would gladly ask of one of theſe Rabbies and grear Maſters in Commiſſione 
Iſrael, How cometh ic that the Commiſſioners of Burrowes fic there, * Burrowes ar 
voyce there ? Are they too, De jure divixo, by divine righe ? If they = — 
anſwer, that ſuch are choſen as are, or have been Lay-Elders,: I re- FOIA 
rejoyn ; the Lay-Elders come in chat capacity onely, as Commidj- 
oners of the particular Presbyteries : Theſe are not Members Conſti- 
wents of the Presbytery in that capacity, that they are, or have 
been Liy-Elders; but have right and intereſt in chis high Courr in 
that capacity meerly as Commiſſioners of Burrows, Look upon their 
As of General Aſſembly, and you will finde, that ic authorizes 
Commiſſioners from Burrowes tobe parrs confticuent of this Judica- 
tory, qua tales, as ſent from the Burrowes, 

Again I ask, Seeing you make DoRors one of your four holy Fun- We finde De 
ions Eccleſiaſtical, conſticuted by Chriſt, in what Judicacory finde ©#15 89 where 
we them ? In Seſſions they are not : In few Presbyreries they be ; 
and, if chere, in ſome other capacity. In General Aſſemblies, if any 
be, chey appear as Commiſſioners from the Univeriry, in this capa- 
city onely. And many times it is ſeen, that Profeſſors of Philoſophy 
have been Commiſhoners of Colledges in General Aſſemblies, 

Leaving theſe Abſurdiries, which are monſrouſly groſs, I come to The power 
conſider next, what 18 the Soveraign power of this high Samhedrim, which this 
If chey would in Chriſtian moderation afſlume no more co them- S-*bedrim al. 
ſelves, but onely a Diref:ve power, and by humble Remonſirances RN adn 
and ſupplications, with that reverence is due to Soveraignty and * * 
Majeſty, Peticion the King ro animate their ARs, Canons, and Con- 
Ricurions wich the influence of his Legiſlative power, this were fair 
quarter. But, by your favanr, no ſooner have they enated it here, 
and ſo ſoon as it is ſolemnly intimated , which is, by returning to 
every Presbytery, with ics Commiſſioners, a Copy of the Acts, Or- 
ders, and Ordinances, and by the Presbyteries order every Miniſter 
hath publiſbed chem in the Pariſh-Church z all chings ſo done are a- 
nimated with a Poteftative Power, by the influence theſe Orders re- 
ceive from thar Legifarrve Power Chriſt hath intruſted chem wich in 
bis economical Kingdom. All then are bound to obedience, if it be in 
rhe meaneR indifferent thing, nay, ifthis order croſs or repeal a tand- 


ing Law, all Diſchediencs are liable co all Ecclefialtical Cenſures, 
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and may forthwith be proceeded againſt, even till chey be delivered 
ever into the hands of the Devil, 
They area- = This Aſſembly is above the King : to them he ought to give an ac- 
zoverh2 King count of His Faith; ro their confetſion of faich He muſt conform him- 
and all Sore- ſelf ; to their Orders He muſt give obedience ; otherwiſe He is excom- 
Pegs municable, depoſable. I fear you ſcarce believe me: yer truly Nox 
verenda retego, ſed inverecunda confuto. 1 diſcover not the nakedneſs 
of the Father, the ſhame of Brother, nor Friend ; would to God the 
Tenets and praRiſes were buried in Hell, and the Maincainers regain* 
ed to Gad by true repentance, and forſaking their ways: I diſcoyer 
oncly things char are pat all ſhame, and which our Church can ne- 
ver OWN. Kr, if you will hardly believe me in this, lec me give you 
their Aſercions in chis Caſe, and their conformable practice, 
If they cangor Ic ischeir conſtant Carholick Tener, that if che King, Queen, Re- 
"reform by the gent or ProteRor, or Whoſcever he or ſhe is, in whoſe Perſon Sove- 
| King, they may raignty is fixed, or in whoſe Perſon it is repreſentatively fixed, only 
by any orher fy 4 gduciary truſt, during the non-age of the Prince or Princeſs ; 
| means elle ill nor ſubmic himſelf ro this holy Sceprer, will not, according to its 
Preſcript, reform Religion, preſerve itin its integricy, any man or 
men are bound to do ir at their direction. I ſpare Aarti Jamor's 
faich in this, thac there is no authority above the Brotherhood, ** No 
** Magiſtrate ( ſaith he, Theſ. 17,18,22.) way lawfully mains or de- 
&« form the body of Chrift, which us the harch ; nolawful Charch-go- 
o« vernment is changeable, at the pleaſure of the Magiſtrate ; of neceſ* 
© fity all Chriſtian Magiſtrates are bound to receive this Government, 
Nor will I inſiſt upon Yrggintor's aflertion; That © What the holy Bro- 
*«therhood cannot obtain (haie & diſputegthe people muſt bring it to paſs 
«You deſire the tenets and praiſes of the Church of Scotland only, 
| Relis; The Scots maintain, that if the King, or Queen, will not reform 
1g10N May — . 
] be reformed Religion, they may take upon them by violence and power to reform 
or preſerved jr, This they have learned of their Grandfather X»ox, as you may 
q Þy violence. read inan Epiſtle of his, wricten from Diepe, Anne 1 557. And Knox 
Hiftor. pag. 213, What is lawful for Reformation, is lawful for pre- 
ſervation of Religion. 
'\ If the King , T« And bere they begin wich the Nobles: and decermine right 
| will nor, the down, Noblemen _— to reforms Religion, if the King will not, Knox, 
, Nobles may. App, 25. Again, That God hath appointed the Nobility to bridle the 
| inordinate appetites of Prinses, and in ſo doing, they canuot be accuſed, 
| as Reſiſters of Amthority, Knox, Hiſt. 343- And, That it # their duty 
to repreſs the rage and inſolency of Princes, Knox, App. 33. 
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z. Inthe ſecond place, if the Nobles will jnot do it, The People ad If reicher 
Commonalty nga) reforms Religion, at the order and direttion of the Bro- \*'" = No- 
ther hood. Knox, to the Commonalty, fol. 49, 50. The Gommunalty by their mp 2v. "- 
power may bridle cruel beaſts;(They mean Prieſts andPrelates)K»ox to 
the Commonaltyfol.5 5.T heCommonalty may lawfully require of their So» 
veraign to have true Preacbers;and if be be neghigent,they may themſelves 
provide thens, maintain them, defend them againſt all that do perſecuts 
them, & may detain the profits of the Church-liwvings from the other ſort; 
chat is co ſay,Priefts, Papitts, Prelates,8Malignancs. Knex Coms.fol. 5. 

3+ Inchechird place, if chey come to the happineſs, ro have No-1;1q 11 1c 
bles and commons obedient torheir commandements, for reformati- cqqmons 
on, or preſervation of crue Religion (which muſt be ſo 45 they fan- joyn, there is 
fie) I amdeceived, If they allow not more violence and eſteem it hope of ſome 
more piety, zeal,and juſtice. Their Tencts are; The Conmonalty cou. &*ater fuceels. 
earring with the Nobles,may compel to ceaſe from their tyr auny. Knox to 
the Commenalty, fol. 47. Again, Te Nobility and Commonalty ought 
to reforms Religion, and in that caſe may remove from honours, aud may 
puniſh ſuch as God bath condemned, Deurt, 13. Of what eſtate, condition, 

#7 bonowr ſoever, Knox, apps fol. 28. 30, | : 

4+ In the fourth place, if the Nobles will not joyn with the Peo- —_ _ 
ple or Commonalty inthe reformation, or preſervation of true Reli- $.,c1cmay 
gion, at the direQion of the Miniſtery,the inferiour Magittrates may, joyn, 

and ſhould do it, Knox, Hift, p, 217. 
5+ In che fifth place, before ſo good a work be not done, if Nobles. —_ Indivi- 
or the whole, or greateſt parc of the Commonalty will not be obedi- —_ 
ent, aſſiſting, and aiding ro ſo good a work z Every individual man may,and oughe 
and parſon 18 bound to advance this good work, to kill Papift, Prieſt, trotheurmoſt. 
Prelare, Malignant ; nay, a King, if He Rand out an Enemy ro God, ® his power 
2nd Chriſt, and cannor orherwite be reclaimed , or removed, nor by 72 10**nd _ 
ſuic, or diſpute gained cothe right way, (Idare ſay, cheir DoRrine | oo 
leads co this ) ſee Knox app. fol. 30. where roundly he ſaith, The pu» 
1ſhment of ſuch crimes as touch the Majeſty of God, doth not appertain to 
Kings and chief Rulers enely, but alſo to the whole body of the People, and 
to every member of the ſame, to revenge the injury done againſt Gerd, A- 
gain,ſee him,fol. 35, The People are bound by oath to Ged, to revenge,to 
the utmoſt of their power, the injury done againſt God's Majeſty. To this 
purpoſerhey alle:'ge the Examples of Phineas , who in his zeal killed 
the Adulterers : Of Ehud, who in the ſame zeal killed Eglon 
in his privare Chamber, ( remember he was a King: ) Of Jael, who 
Filled Siſers; Of Marathiar,who in zeal kilted a Jew for — 
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of Idolatryz and who in the ſame zeal at the ſame time killed the 
King's Commiſſioner. Sir, put theſe things together, and ſee, where 
chis Soveraign Supream Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory hath ſuch dominion 
and power over mens Conſciences, char being direRed by their Mi- 
niſtery , they are bcund to do to the utmoſt of their power, for refor- 
mation and preſervation of Religion, What ſacred perſon of any 
King can be ſecured ? Whar man offending againſt the Majefly of 
God ( which is as they fanhe many times) may not be taken away 
by one like to a Ravitiach? What Commiſſioner or Counſellor of the 
King burn doing his beſt ſervice to his Maſter, he may be Roned like 
to Aderam, and all this go in popular eſteem currant for good ſervice 
and extraordinary zeal co God and his Cauſe, 
All or as many G- Tnthe fixch place upon choſe grounds, Covenants and Confede- 
2s are well af- Tacies come in to {trengthen all , to joyn Purſes, Perſons, Wir, and 
fe&ed, may co® Strength, Contra omnes mortales, Regia Majeſtate nonexcepta, againſt 
venanty 2nd King and Biſhop » Prince, and Prelate , tothe defence of the good 
nr cauſe; with a combination every one to be aiding, affiſting, and main- 
work. ing one another in ſo good a Cauſe. 
The Confede- 7+ In the laſtplace cometh their Orders for Reformation, or Pre- 
rares may by ſervation, andthar by themſelves and the colle&ive body, or any 
themſelves give Aﬀſociares whatſoever, withoutReſpe&, Reyerence, or Obedience to 
Ocders, the Soveraign Authority of che Prince. 
me The praQiceis clearly ſeenin Mr, K»ox his groceedings , for after 
tic Tencnes, Fat by his Letter , which we mentioned before, written to Scotland, 
mo, 1557. from Diepe , and otherwiſe , be had infuſed the above 
named principles intomany, an Oath of confederacy was taken a- 
mongſtchem , and ſubſcription undertheir hands to ſome agreement. 
This gave life to that cumultuary Reformation , much ſtrength being 
added to it , by the concurrence of the Sacrilegious, hoping rhus to 
ſwallow upthe Charch Revennues, which 1s more than certain was a- 
gainſt K»ox his minde, and the firſt Reformers. As we deplore great 
loſſes the Church had by this reformation, and do thank God heartily 
for his admirable bounty and mercy in the good of cruth we got by it, 
yet we will never wrong Reformed Religion ſo much as to account of 
thar as an orderly reformation; we deny not, But it was attended with 
much Sedition, FaRion and Rebellion, 
Orders ofRe= Awno1558. without the authority of Soveraignty, nay, Without 
_— _ the knowledge of itztheſe Confederares,at the direQion of their Mim- 
eral wie Feryy preſcribed Orders for Reformation of Religion to be obſerved 
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They go farther : they wait an Imperious Letter, co the Religious They charge 
houſes, in the name of the Congregation, commanding all of them to their adverſe 
remove from thence againſt ſuch a day, or chen chey would eje& P2'ty to obey | 
them by force, Knox, ibid. oir Coden 

Wichia very ſhort cime after, 8 Parliament being holden by the They proteſt 
Queen Regent, ( Queen Mary's Mother, and great Grandmother again King 
to our gracious Soveraign) they make a Proteſtation, that except 3nd Parlia- 
chey bad cheir deſires, they would go on in their intended courſe of 
Reformation ; chat neither they, nor any chat joyned with chem, 
ſhould incur therefore any danger In life, or lands, or other Civil 
Penalties; and thac if any violence hapned in purſuic of choſe mat- 
rers, they ſhould chank chemſelves, Ic is very ebſervable, they were 
all bound in that Confederacy roafſit and Rrengthen each other in 
that courſe, See Knox HiR. pag. 256, Firſt, here you have the Di- 
re&ion of the Miniftery. Next you have a Confederacy and bond of 
mucual defence, Thirdly, you have Orders and Decrees agreed up- 
on in common. Fourchly, you have Warrants iflued our to make or 
force all to be put in execution. Fifthly, you have a Proceſtation, and 
chat a threatning one too, againlt the Queew Regent and whole Par- 
liament, Sir, are thoſe things confiſtent wich Monarchy ? what Scri- 
pture > what Father ? what practice of the Church doth warrant ſuch 
a Reformation ? 

Come on, and you ſhall have them anon in open contemning They contem 
Soveraign Authoricy, The Queen Regent, toſuppreſs theſe begin- Sorcraign au» 
ninge, andto nip them in the bud, cites them co appear at Stirling. 
They appear not, They are out-lawed : all men under pain of Trea- 
ſon are inhibited to aſſiſt them. There is no obedience, but all in the 
confeceracy adhere to them, I cannor, for my part, juſtific this Di- 

VInlLtY, 

—_ diſobedience end contempr, they are guilty of uſurping the They uſury 
Royal Power : for very ſhorcly after, Anno rg55 9. immediacely after Royal Power, 
a Sermon preached by Kxox in Saint- Johnſtown, ut his exhottation 
and dircRion, they fall co the pulling down of the Religious Houſes, 
and wichin two or three days equal three of chem to the ground.” Sir, 

Can it appear that by Holy Writ, or Reaſon, ſuch Popular enmulcus- 
ry Reformarions are warrantable? ls it not intrinſecal!y inherent in 
the Crown, or whereſoever Soveraignty is fixed ? And ſo they pro» 
ceeded in Fife, A»gus, Mornis, Stirling, Lowthian, &c. and through 
the whole Kingdom, See Knox Hiſt. p. 263, Here were mziny good- 
ly and rich Churches ſpoiled, _—_— and caſt down. 
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-- Afcer this they diſclaim Soveraign Authority, except it be as they 
heir lawful pleaſe, and in their deſires, '{he Queen Regenc threatned St. 
Soveraighs =Fobnſtown, where this diſorder was firſt ated. They of the Confede- 

racy writ to her in yu tearms, ©* That except ſhe _ from that 
« cruelty, they howld be congpelled to take the Sword of juſt defence ; 
© and proteſted, that, without the Reformation which they defored, they 
&« wonld never be [pct to an) mortal man, See Knox, pag. 265, 
They command More followed. By a Letter they cice all cheir Brethren corepair 
all che Bro- unto them; and that you may know chat cheir Letters were Autho- 
racrhood to be j;rative Commands, and chat all the authority is from the independent 
alliſtants. Soveraignty of the Church, conſider how they wrice to the Nobility, 
upon pain of Excommunication co joyn with them , Knox ibid. pag, 
268, 269, 272. ; ; ; 
They are obey» How much this Eccleſ1aftical Soveraignty did exalc ic ſelf above 
ed: the Queens the Civil, is more chan apparent in chis, chat when an Herald in his 
Herald is abu-= Coat of Arms, commanded all men under pain of Treaſon, to return 
id, co their houſes, by publick ſound of Trumpet in Glaſgow ; to man 
obeyed that charge, but went forward co their affociates, Habes con- 
fitentems rewns Knox, pag. 274. : 
They denounce .. They denounce W ar too, which was ever judged to be the pecu- 
War againſt liar ſpecifick Prerogarive of Soveraignty, for they writ co the Biſho 
their adverſa- and Clergy, That except they defiſted from dealing againſ# them, they 
rics, would, with all force and power, execute juſt ven,cance and puniſhment 
wp on then : and that they wonld begin the ſame war, which God com- 
mumacd Iſrael to execute againſt the Canaanites, Which manner of pro- 
ceeding, rhey rermed a relilling of the Enemy, Knox Hit, 275,276, 
They will hear The poor Queen Regent was brought to #n Accommodation. and 
of no peace, but the Afﬀſembly at St, Fob»#own was diſmiſſed. Bur at their parting, 
cara they entred incoa League by Oath, that if any one Member of their 
for mutual de- Congregation ( thisin the Seottiſh is equivalent to Eccleſia) ſhould be 
fence, rroubled, they ſhould all concer, «fiſt, and convene again together, for 
the defence of the ſame, Knox, page 283. 

The 'Queen Regent finding this Soveraignty over-bear Hers, and 
the Peace of che K1 ſhaken, by a Declaration publiſhed and 
proclaimed, teſtified her deſire of Peace, and deſcended ſo much, 
char really-ir was onlya Requeſt, They ſcorned it, would none of ir, 
confured it by another, did exhort thoſe of their FaQtion to encourage 
themſelves inthe Lord, to and upon their Guard like ro the re-buil- 
ders of Hieruſalem and the Temple, with the Sword in one hand, and 
the Bible in anocher, wherein they geye che Queen many cimes the 
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Lye, and abuſed her with reproachful and contumelious ſpeeches. 
The SubjeRs that continue their obedience are honoured with no bet- 
ter tearm than to be called, The Queens Fattion, You may read this 
ac leiſure and pleaſure in Knox Hiſtory, pag.330,333.362. 354.Nay, 
they renounced their obedience unto Her, protelted, that whoſoever 
ſhould take Her parc, ſhow/d be puniſhed as Traytors, whenſoever God 
ſhonld pmethe Sword of Juſtice intotheir hands, Knox Hit.p.364. 

Atlalt they riſe to the higheR pitch of Rebellion, and Ano 1560, They depoſe 
they depoſe the Queen Regent, the pre-determination being given, che Queen 
that it was lawful forthem todo ſo, by Mr, Knox and Mr, Wilcocks. Regent. 
This is upon record yet in that Kingdom, and is ſer down by Mr. 

Knox himſelf, Hiſt. pag. 372.378. Andir is obſervable, that the 
Queen, if I remember right, lived bur a Moneth, or liccle more, after 
is pious a&. 

Sir, you will now ſay, that 1 ſpeak roo hardly of our fir Refor- 4, auhor's 
mers and Reformation, and would know, what is my opinion of them modeſt opinic 
andit, To deal clearly, God 1s my witneſs , I am no Papift, bur do of thar iseal 
abbor Popery as much as any; and that I am no Purican the other **< ft Keton 
party will witneſs for me. I am bound co ſpeak the truth in my heart 271.4 a 
and, to give ſome ſatisfaQion, I ſay, 1. Firſt, as I am able, I bleſs * 
and praiſe God moſt heartily, char we were delivered from the Popes 
Tyranny, and thatgroſs Egypriandarkneſs we were under : which I 
aſcribe ro the admirable wiſdom, and infinitely tranſcendent good- 
neſs of God. 2. Next, I leave the men to God's mercy ; but for the 
manner of proceeding, the way they took, I dare not, I will not ap» 
prove ir: bur will ſay with Jacob, In concilinms corwm ne veniat anims 
mea. 3. Thirdly, I daily heartily bewail chat, that roo roo much Ido» 
lized Reformation in an exceſſive hatred againſt Popery, did run too 
much to the other extream ; rhac the goodly Order and Government 
neceſſary of the Church was ſhouldered our ; thepublick Service and 
Worſhip of God, with its decency, reverence, and comelineſs, was 
much defaced, diſgraced ; that goodly, ſtately, and rich Chnrches, 
were abuſed , robbed , and equalled ro the ground ; and that the 
Church Patrimony was dilapidated: And yer this wzs not ſo much 
done by the firfi called Reformers, as by their Diſciples, e/£:48 pa- 
ren!um peſor AVE 

Ic fearech me, befides thar God is puniſhing our preſent ſins, char, 
by this ſcourge , which 1s guilded wirh the ſpecious, bur ſpuricus 
compellation of a g/oriows, thorow, ſecond- Reformation, he isinche ſame 
juice puniſhing che fins of char firſt Reformation, For my pare, 1 
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judge verily, that Church had never an orderly and warrantable Re- 
formacion, cill ic was happily begun and advanced by King James, 
when he took the Government in his own hands,and was like to come 
co a great perfection under the Government of our moſt gracious So- 
veraign King Charles. Alchough I deny pot bur the ſeeds of rruch 
were ſown by Hamilton, Wiſeheart, Mylze, and others, who before 
Knox his time did preach truth, caſt down the Errours of XKomze in the 
peoples hearts, were far from Riirring upthe SubjeRs againſt lawful 
Authority, and like the ancient Martyrs, did ſuffer patiently and ſeal 
the truth of the Goſpel with their blood. If K»ox and his Compli- 
ces had kept in this way, I am certain that Church had been more 
happy 3 nor had we ſeen ſuch robbery and deformity in the Church, 
Sure I am, great, many, and more than ordinary fins in them, and us, 
and our fore-Fathers, have brought us to be plunged in thele almo 
inextticable miſeries : Andcill we proportionably repenc, we cannot 
look to ſee better days, what is diſ-joynted in State ſer aright, and the 
beauty of God's Houſe reflored : Which God of his mercy grant to 
us, for his onely Son Jeſus Chriſt, 

By what is ſaid, it appears ſufficiently, that this ſpiritzal Sove- 
raignty is far above the King's Crown, and what we undertook, to 
make their practiſes prove their tenets, is more than evident : onely 
one thing relis to be proved, that this Soveraignty may authorize any 
and every private man ro do tothe utmoſt of their power for the Re- 
formation of Religion, to plunder, kill, &c, 

Sir, I refer you to Mr. K»ox Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, 
pag. 143,144, 145. Where relating how Cardinal Beate» Archbiſhop 
of St, Andrews, (a man whom I juſtifie not, neither commend much) 
was killed by Norman Leſley, John Leſley, Peter ( barmichael,& James 
Melvil, in his own houſe the Caſtle of St. Andrews, who were all on- 
ly private Gentlemen.; and if you will cruſt Buchanay, the cauſe 
was 2 jar betwixt Normas Leſley and the (ardinal ; upon Kxox's 
faich, the quarrel was, the killing of Mr. George Weiſcheart ( a good 
man undoubtedly.) The Cardinal could have no mercy, although he 
cried pitifully for it, ſaying, / am 4 Prieſt, ye will not ſlay me; Knox 
I ſay,relating this Hiktory,commends the fac of Fames Melvil,killing 
him with grave and pious words in his mouth, as a godly fa&, The 
ſum of the Reryis, when they entred the Cardinal's Chamber with 
ſome {1xteen or ſeventeen more, John Leſley, and Peter Charmichael, 
fell violendly and paſſionaely on bimybur James Melvil with gravity 
22d plery wichdrew chem, and ſaid © This work, and judgement of 
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&« God (although it be ſecret) ought to be done with great gravity. And 
« preſenting unto him the point of che Sword, ſaid, Repent thee of thy 
&« former wicked life but eſpecially of thy ſhedding of the blood of that no- 
& table inſtrument of God Mr. George Wiſehearc , which albeit the 
« flame of fire couſumed before men, yet cries it a vengeance wpon thee, 
& and we from God are ſeat to revenge it. For, here before my God I pro» 
* tefF, that neucher the batred of thy perſon,the love of thy riches,nor the 
* fear of any trouble,thou couldeſt have done to me in particulay, moved 
or moveth me to ſtrike thee : but only becauſe thou haſt been and re» 
*© maineſt an obſtinate enemy againſt Chriſt Jeſus and bis holy Goſpel. 
And the meek man of God, as he is there cermed, ſtroke him twice 
or thrice thorow with a ſtog-ſword ; and he fell. I give all chis, char 
James Melwil did thisin revenge of Mr, George Wiſeheart being ſlain 
by the Cardinal ; what Divinity will warrant this fat of Fames 1el- 
21's tobe 2 good and godly fat (forſoiris noted in the Margent ) 
£0 4 privace man to murder or kill chus a Prieft, an Arch-biſhop of ſo 
high dignity ?- The reſulc of all is, he did ic gravely, in cold blood, 
cold him ſo much, that he was ſent from God, he had no private end ; 
the motive fiirred him up co this godly fat, was, that he had been 
and :emained at that time an enemy to Jeſus Chriſt and his holy Go- 
ſpel; heexhorred him to repencance ; and for all his grear fins, as 
K no writes the Rory, he allowed him no more time, but ſo much as 
was ſpent in his Godly Harang « for immediately after, he wastwice 
thruſt raorow. Bur thoſe Seraphical DoRors know, Weſcit tarda ns- 
limina Spiritus Santt us ; and the Spirit can work ſuddenly, /zter os & 
offam ; Inter Pontem & Fontem, eſpecially where and when they are 
ſent of God co do ſuch great good works. Bur this 1s proteſt atro contra 
faftam : \Whatever Mr. Meluil ſaid in his Proteftation, Knox doth 
witneſs, thac the Carcinal being murdered, they ſeized upon the Ar- 
tillery and Ammunitios, wherewuth that Fortreſs was plentifully fur- 
niſhed, and likewiſe upon the rich Hangings, houſhold-(tuff of all ſorts, 
Apparel, Copes, Jewels, Ornaments of Chnrcher, great (tore of Gold and 
Silver-Plate, beſides no ſmall quantity of treaſure in ready Coyn. 

I could inſtance ſom? prattiſes abour the time of the Parliament 
in Amo 16: 1.commonly called the Marqueſs of Hamilton's Parlia- 
ment, but becauſe that w'il only refle& upon ſome particular per- 
ſons,[ paſsit willingly and wictinglys 

It is moſt certain, when the pious and learned DoRors of Aberdeen, 
did demand of the Patriarchs of this late Coveran, why they did 
not by Preachipg, Printing, ns or ſome real de:d, _ e's 

3 their 


(30) 
their deteftation of that horrid FaR done by the Raſcally-rout of E- 
denburghthe 23. of July, 1637. where, at the firſt reading of the 
Service there, 2 grear many Biſhops being in che Cathedral Church, 
che Serving-Women toſe barbarouſly within che Church, did throw 
their Stools at the Biſhop of the place, and the Dean, who was offi- 
ciating ; did cry our moſt horribly, that che Maior, Aldermen, and 
others within, could hardly compoſe it for a long time ; and the 
worſt and baſeſt of che people, who were without, did throw in 
oreat ſtones ar the Glaſs-windowsz the Doors being ſhur. After the 
arifing of the Commotion, to prevent more tumulc and danger, and 
when Service and Sermon were done, the Biſhops, Maior, and Alder- 
men going home wich che Lord Chancellor and ſome BB. attending 
his Grace, the Biſhop, and Dean of Edenburgh, with others, were 
well nigh ſtoned in the Rireers : when, I ſay,it was demanded of cheſe 
Apoſiles, why they did nor condemn this unchriftian barbarous out- 
rave,void of Piety and Reaſon, and without any example in the 
Chriſtian Church, che ſum of cheir Anſwer was, and to this day is, 
That ſuch a zealous people were to be left ro their own Warrant, 
chey knew not by what Spirit chey Were governed, God worketh 
oreat works many times by baſeſt means: and yer thoſe Nobleg, 
thoſe zealous, thoſe intelligent and knowing Chriſtians (whereof ma- 
ny ofthem in Edenburgh were known Coal-ftealers and Whores ) 
were the firſt athve Inſtruments in this glorious Reformation, ] confeſs 
this Divinity isſo tranſcendent and Mecaphyfical, that ir exceeds my 
capacity,and is ſo fruitful upon any occaſion to work all or thegreateſt 
of miſchiefs, that I do not ſee how it can conſiſt with peace or ſafety 
of King, Kingdom, Church, or of any entruſted with greaceſt cruſt in 
Church or State, Sir, I believe any rational man may ſce by this, how 
ſuperlatively this ſpiritual Signory is above King and Royal Sove- 
raignty. I leave It to your own judgment and memory to recollet 
ity and to bring home the concluſion. that this Government Eccleſia- 
Rical is inconſiſtent with Monarchy, with the Peace of a Kingdom, 
and is, cr may be, intime, « Mother and Nurſe of as much Rebellion 
and Treaſon, as any Jeſutiſm of rhe higheſt dye, if not more. Cer- 
tainly, Rome, although a Whore, 1nd hath a Cup of Abomination in 
herhandzis notſo bad nor ſo abominable ; I pray God to keep all 
ood Chriſtians clean of both, 

Let us go on ; In Faith, Worſhip, and all ſpiricual thingy, they vin- 
dicate torthemſelves ſuch a Soveraignty, that King, Council, Parlia- 
wert, nay, all together, muſt not couch the Sceprer of Chriſt : they 

are 


31) o | 
are to determine, define, rake cogniſance, accuſe, ſentence, puniſh ; 
meicher King, nor King and Council, nor King and Partiamenc, all, 
maſt aſſume power here ; for otherwiſe, ic is to intrude upon Chriſt 
and his Right. | 

This Soveraignty is of ſo high a ſtrain, ſo large an extent, that When they de« 
when they have decreed any thing in this ſupream infallible Judica- mand the Roy. 
cory, that ehey may have the berrer obedience, rodemand the King ®! — | 
and Parliaments approbation z chis is nor demanded as aching arbi- pyuc.gQQ nn”. 
trary» Which the King and Parliament may door not do or leaving only an AR of 
it to bis Royal Judgment with the advice of his Parliament, to qua- coureſic, 
life or re&ife their Decrees, and Orders; No, no cruly ; that is 
to berray the cruſt Chriſt hath given them, chey need nor ſupplicate 
or petition for it, it 1s in them but an a& of courtehe to ſhew duciful 
obedience. And if the King and Parliament will nor grant ic, they 
are armed with as much power from Heaven, as to force them to do 
it, by Excommunication, and making all good Chriſtians joyn with 
them in God's Cauſe, 

Sir, I fear you think I ſpeak liberally. God forbid I ſhould do ir, 

I donbt not but you have reed the Scornſh Pope's Sermon preached 
ar Weſtminſter, and Printed by Order of the Houſe : fince you have 
ir, 1vill nor ſpend time and Paper to ette his words, which giveth to 
the King no more. But to make this appear, I give you ſome un- 
anſwerable Reaſons. 1, It 1s certain in Scotland, Mr, Knox and bis 
Complices ſer on their Reformation without the Queen, or Queen 
Regent's auchority, or the auchoricy of Parliament, For 4101558, 
they made their Confederacy ; gave out their Orders for Reformation 
throughout che whole Kingdom. «Ann 155 9. they aRed their Re- an Inftance , 
formation, by caſting down Churches, Abbeys &c. caſting our Priefts, Ano 1559. 
Fryers, oc. and all chis by their own radical and original power. 
Queen Maryrtheir true and lawful Soveraign, did authorize them in 
nothing,ſhe was then inFraxce. The Queen Dowager, Queen Regent, 
King Fawes the Fifth's Widow, having the Soveraignty by fiduciary 
eruſt, in regard of the abſence of che Queen her Daughter ; did nor 
authorize it,nay,fhe did by her authoriry oppoſe ic,contradiR irt,came 
in Arms againſt it. The Parliament was nor cill the year 1 560, (how 
bolden for the preſent I cannot tell ) bur in thac Parliament they ſer 
out a Confeſſion of Faith, reformed Religion : bur when they ſent to 
King and'Queen beyond Sexs ( Queen ary was then martied to 
Francis the Second in France ) to confirm or ratifie the Acts thereof, 
they denied, When intelligence was given to the Confederates, they 
pro- 
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profeſſed they little regarded the denial of King and Queen ; for, 
ſay they, ( Knox Hifi. pag. 500.) All we did was rather to ſhew onr 
dnt iful ebedience, than to beg of them any ſtreugth to onr Religion, 

Another in this kind you have ; In Aro 1571. King James then 
bzing Kipg, and the Ea:l of Marrebeing Regent, an Ailembly, was 
holden at Leub, where, by the Order of the Aflembly, and Ordinance 
of the Kegent and Council, ſome Commiſſioners were appointed from 
the Regent and Council, and ſome from rhe General Aſſembly co 
coadeicend-upon a platform of Diſciplire, which was agreed to on 
boch fides. The platforms is, that the Government of the Church ſhall 
be by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, and Chapters, &c. The order and 
courſe of all their Nomination, EleRtion, &c. is juſt conform tothar 
in Exglarnd at this day,and aSit wasin S$cor/axd before this new happy 
Reformation, This was enrolled in the Councel- Books of that King- 
dome, and Rands there tothis day : this I know cectainly, and if I be 
not deceived , and almoſt I dare ſay ir , except they have wronged 
their moſt famous, and their moſt ancient Councels, ihe placſorm is 
upon Record in the General Aſſembly-Books, 

Give me leave to tell you by the way one thing, that the Negative 
Faith, which is ſine rag4, ſine macula, was framed, Anno 1580, and it 
is believed, that inthat Negative Faith, Epiſcopacy is abjured, as An- 
tiehciſtian ; yet An.158 1. this ſame Government is renewed, ratified, 
and ordained co continue conſtanc, and not ro be-changed till his Ma- 
jefty come to perfe& age; and to be kept or changed chen only in what 
he and his great Council the Parliament, ſhall think fir, and not 0- 
cherwiſe, Before this, the King, his Houſhold, and Council, had ſub- 
ſcribed the Negative Faith ; can any man, not void of judgment and 
diſcretion, think, that che King, his Houſhold, and Council, ip ſub» 
ſcribing it, did judge Epiſcopacy Popiſh and Antichriftian ? 

Next, it is worth your notcie-caking, that as I honour the 200d 
parts which were in Knox and his fellow-labonrers, I never accouted 
them as Apoſtles, men ſecured from errour; yer 1 will ſay ſo much 


| for their juſtification, that they were greater Enemies to Sacriled2e 


chantheir after-Diſciples ; and were not againſt the Order of Epiſco- 
Pacy, as Popiſh and Antichriftian, as Mr. Avdrew elvil and his Di- 
ſciples afterward maintained. Nor were they ſo fooliſh, to ſeclude 
all Church-men from voyce in Parliament: only their defice was, that 
ſeeing the Popiſh Biſhops weze allowed to enjoy their Benefices 
and Rents during their life-rime, ( this was more than our charicable 
glorious Reformets allowed to their Proteſtant Biſhops now ) with 


all 
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all other Priviledges except ſpiritual Juriſdition , chat they ſhould 
not fic in Parliament as the repreſentative of the Charch, but in their 
places ſhould fit, the Superintendents and Commiſſioners of the Church. 
Which indeed were ſomewhat like co Biſhops, bur reſembled more 
Arch-Presbyters than Biſhops, 

To return again chicher from whence we digreſſed ; After that 
this platform of Diſcipline was ſo.ggreed and eltabliſhed, as we told 
before, Mr. Andrew Melvil comes to Scotland about the year 1574 
or 75. ultra-citra. This man, a good Hebrician and Lingniſt, and 
full of the Geneva T almud which was now more refined, beginneth 
to ſet Presbyrerian Diſcipline higher, to make a ſecond book of Policy, 
or devout Imaginations, acknowledgerh no more Orders in the Church 
chan che Four above-named. A Bithop was no more in Scripture but 
the ſame identically wich Presbyter. And where Abbots and Pri- 
ors to his time were nominated and admitted to the Abbics and Pri- 
ories as Church-men, gave their trials and were collated ( as they 
ſpeak) by the Superincendents ; This great DoCtor found out ano- 
ther Divinity, that there was no Biſhop bur a Pariſh Prieft ; Scrip- 
tures for Abbots and Priors, there were none ſuch in God's Book. 
At this cime, and, from that they call Reformation to this crime, there 
was no Biſhoprick nor Abby annexed roche Crown, and conſequent- 
ly not impropriate to any SubjeR. Ir is crue, Lay-men held chem in 
commendam by che King's gift, but as men able to do the King and 
Church good ſervice; and before their right could be compleated 
or perfeRted, they were to return to the King from the Superin- 
rendent a Collation or Certificate, that he was of that ability to do 
good ſervice to the King and Church, Men facriiegiouſt; difpoſed, 
mou greedily this DoArine z and chanked God that their names as 
Abbots and Priors were not in the Book of God, And to have theſe 
Church-livings and dignicies with Biſhopricks annexed to the Crown, 
and from thence to impropriate them to chem, and their Heirs ; they 
deified Mr, 24e/vii, and contributed their beſt wits and utrermoſt 
power to raiſe Presbyterial Government higher. And by the ſole au- 
thority of that they call the (burch,they began, without the King,Coun- 
cel or Parliament's conſent or authority , to diſtribute the whole 
Kingdom into ſo many Presbyreries, as they thought fic in their di- 
ſcretion and by the direRion of the holy Spirit : and did procure pri- 
vate Subſcriptions to their new Book of Policy, and pur it in pra- 
Rice, Sir, I hope you are the more apr to believe this, becauſe-you 
know in England the We 7 in Londen meetings debated 
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and eftabliſhed their orders, in ſecret and not-warrantable Conven. 
ticles , and much about the ſame cime ; and great correſpondence 
was entertained berwixt the Scots and che Engliſh at that time. How 
that Book of Diſcipline was praviſed without any authoricy, in 
Surrey and Northampton-ſhire, and other places, you know well e- 
nough. 

Now | prayyou , When, wichout Authoricy, by their own inhe- 
rent radical Right, they make Orders, reform, eſtabliſh a Diſcipline ; 
Do theſe men imagine, char the concurrence of Chrifiian Authority= 
Soveraign is abſolutely neceſſary ? Orthat cheir demand is any ching 
elſe but an a& of courteſie , when by themſelves and Affiſtancs they 
may eſtabliſh and praiſe 1c? 

This ſecond Book of Policy, Maſter 2felvril's Reformation, is the 
Epocha of our ſecond Reformation. The fruits of which I will cell you 
were, the Annexation of all Biſhopricks , Abbeys, Priories, &'s, to 
the Crown, which was effe&uared Anno 1589. 

If you will caſt your eyes upen the third g loriow Reformation , that 
makes the Popes knees ſhake like Belſhazzers, when he did ſce the 
hand-wricing on the wall , (that is, if we will ſpeak cruely, this defor= 
mation which 1s the diſgrace of reformed Catholick Religion, and 
which threatnerh Church and Religion, King and Kingdom with ruin) 
you will findetheſe men have ſung a note above Ela, have ordered 
and pratiſed more than all chat went before them. Haxc movere ne- 
lo Camarinam, I hope a better wit and more Elegant and Eloquene 
Pen, ſhall ſometime Anatomiſe this Monſter, and fo lay ic open co 
the view of the world, that ic ſhall appear tobe no true brood of the 

| | Reformed Catholick Proteſtant Religion, 

; All muſt 2. Secondly, another Argument to prove that this Superlative So» 

Preaci, as they yeraignty 1» ſpiritwalibus, hath all its moſt natural SubjeRts atit's de- 

| dive, votion and obedience, is this, that wat chey command co be Preach=- 
ed, muſt ſound alike in all their Synagogues: And whoſoever he be 
that is the Miniſter of the King's Family, he muf preach che ſame, 
There is nocoequal, corrival, or co-ordinate Power that cis do fo 
much as zntercedere make the leaſt ſort of croſſing, oppoſing, or inter» 
pofing. Is it not known that che Kings Miniſter in Scotland at the di- 
recion of this Conclave, when bis Councel have been to meet free« 
quently for Treaty with Abafſadors from forraign Kings , upon 
the Lord's day or Week-dais Sermon befor2 the meeting, weTox Tap- 
PATIOS, in great freedome of the Spirit , hath rold him all the Coun- 
ſel of God from Heaven, with a denunciation of Judgements if he 
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ſwerve from it. And if the King bad gone to the Church of Edewt 
burgh, a Beardleſs Boy had told him more ſound wiſdome from 
Heaven, howto article and conclude in matcers of Wigheſt con- 
cernmenc, berwixthim and Spain, or him and Fraxce, than all the 
wiſeſt Councellors and greateſt Nobles in the Land : and this, for- 
ſooth, muſt be the King and Councell's rule, 

3. you do they not challenge to chemſelyes the ſole power WO 
co appoint publick Faſts , co give the reaſons of it , which ordinarily oublick Faſts , 
are » that God's Judgements are incumbent and eminanc upon 
Church and Kingdome, for the fins of the Governour and Gover- ; 
Bours , and that the Government is amiſs, And the conſequent or 
effe& of theſe Falts is, too too frequently and ordinarily, ſome Com- 
motion, Sedicion, Rebellion,or,at leaſt ſome change of Court,Coun- 
cel, or Seſſion. 

I cannot here paſſe by a Rory as true as ſtrange, While King | 
James mas in Scotland, two French Ambaſladors had remained ſome _— 
months chere with him : being ready to depart and take their leave xing 7amer, | 
of the King, the King for His own, and the French Kings greater 
Honour , ſent on « Saturday for the Maior and Aldermen of E- 
denburgh , commanding them the very next Monday to Feaſtthe 
French Ambaſſadors, The Miniſters of Edenbuygh to affront the 
King, andthe King of Fravce too, on Sunday intervening indict a 
ſolemn faſt cobe kept to morrow on Monday , the day appointed 
the Saturday before by His Majeſty for the entertainment of the Am- 
baſſadors, The Magiſtrates of Edenbwrgh proudly comemnethe 
command of the ſupream ſpiricual powers, and, out of carnal 
affeRion , feaſt che King and French Ambaſſadors Royally and 
Noblyon Monday ; When the Miniſters and the good Chriſtians of 
Edenburgh falt, the King, the Ambaſſadors, and Magiſtrates of Eden- 
burgh teaſt, 0 facinns horrendum | Bur to averr Gods Judgement from 
the Land, the Maior and Aldermen were cited and convented (here 
was ſome favout that the King and Ambaſſadors were not ; bur, I 
will cell you , it was partiality and corruption , for ſome of the Mi- 
nifters were the Kings Penſioners, and this kepr the King free) ro be 
cenſured for their high Scandal in contemning ſo ſolemn a Faſt. 
There was much work : but the King who was the chief an1 al- 
moſt ſole tranſgreſlor , with interpoſed delays, and much ſollicita« i 
tion and prudence , took off the edge of their zeal, and the purſuic 
ceaſed, ; 

4. That this Aſſembly is Soveraign in all Spiritwals , admits no 
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Preach. Co-0rdinate or Co-equal power, far lefle 8 ſuperiour, is clear in this; 
Me eaſon is That if any Preacher be charged before King or Conncel for any 
Steradle by offence co be puniſhed , if they in any caſe can cloath ic with a ſpt- 
ay burby ricual reſpe&, or circumſtantiate ic ſo, that it may be qualified for the 
elle _ Spiricual High Savhedrim, che party cired and convenced , may and 
ought ro appeal to the. General Aſſembly, as to the Judge competent, 
Mr. Andrew Melvil,if 1 be not deceived, was the firſt ſpiritual Coun- 
cellor of Law,that raughe this way, It is certain, that what they preach 
in Pulpic 18 not cenſurable by King, Parliament, nor Councel, or a- 
ny Jadge or Judicatory elſe, There be rwo reaſons for it : one 18, that 
Spirits Prophet arnm ſubjeft Prophetis, the ſpirits of the Prophecs are 
ſubjc& ro the Prophets only, 1 Cor. 14. .the t'other 1s, whilſt men 
2re there in chat infallible Pulpic , they are ruled by ſome ſuperiour 
00d Spirit z and they dare not blame or condemn them, leaſt they 
ſhould offend and fin againſt the Spirir: and fo although a man 
Preach down-right Treaſon, if ic be in this place he isprivitedged. Tt | 
is known, and I bope, yer remembred, that afrer King Fawes of bleſ- 
ſed memory 40, 1584. made many good Laws to curb the Inſo- 
lency of Miniſters; did by Statnte and AR of Parliament declare His 
Supremacy over Ecclefialtical Perſons and Cauſes; condemn all Ju- 
dicatories tn uſe which were not by his own authoricy eftabliſhed ; 
(He meaned che Presbyteris!); That the Miniſters chen did impor» 
cune the King to repeal them: and when that would not do, did 
they not fall at laſt into open railing againſt him in Pulpir , as 4# ene- 
my to Chriſt and\bes Kingdome? They diſperſed chrough the King- 
dome, infamous libels againſ bis Perſon and Royal Honour : they 
branded him as an Apoſtate from the truth, and reviled him as an of- 
ſpring of the cruel and bloody bouſe of Guiſe. This forced the King co 
put out aDeclaration av#o 15 85.in Print yer extancyto vindicate him- 
ſelf and his Honour from that: unchriſtian and more than diſloyal ca- 
lumnies. At or about the very ſame time ſome fugitive Miniſters our 
of Scotland, pretending, they were Perſecutors, did in the Pulpirs of 
Londox , with their foul mouths, raile againſt his Majeſty, the wiſeſt 
and learnedeſt of Kings: ſo that the Scottiſh Ambaſſador was forced 
to complain to Queen Elizabeth of it; Her Majeſty gave preſent or- 
der to the Lord Biſhop of Loder then,to ſilence all the Scortiſh Prea* 

chers there, 
Now that this Sa»hedrims is only competent Judge in Spiritualibus, 
and that one, conyented before King and Crane may decline ” 
an 
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and n —_— authoticy, althongh he hath preached Treaſon, ap- 
areth clearly. 

mw Firſt if this had not been an ordinary praRice before this time, 
whac neederh the making of that AR of Parliament, «Anno 1584. 
declaring ic Treaſon, in all times co come, co decline the Power and 
Juriſdi&ion of the King and His Councel ? 2» Secondly, Has not 
James Gibſox Miniſter at Pencaitland wicnefled for or againſt bimſelf 
rather, in this caſe in Print ? who publickly in his preachings compa=- 
red His Majeſty unto Jeroboam, told him, He ſhould be the laſt of his 
Race, reproached him as a Perſecutor ; and much more of this zealous 
tuff :. Who beipg convented before che King and Councel, and ac- 
cuſed of choſe pious Crimes, he with that boldneſs becomerh His Or- 
der, juftified all, ſaying to rits Majeſty, As long as you maintain theſe 
curſed Atts of 1 584. the tyranny of Biſhops, you are a Perſecutor, 4nd 
adds, that as Jeroboam for the leading of the people of Iſrael from the 
Laws of the houſe of Judah, avd from the true worſhip of God, was rooted 
out, be and all bis poſterity: ſo ſhould the King (if He continued 1s 
that wicked conrſe, maintaining thoſe wicked atts againit God) be 
rooted out and conclude the race. Much mose to the like purpoſe was 
ſaid, and, if any look upon che Privy-Councel Bucks of the Kingdom 
of Scotland, he will finde this a truth, He yas convented 27,Decemb. 
Ann 1585, This man was an Oracle conſulted, and gave his anſwer 
in Coppinger, Arthington, and Hackgt's extraordinary motion, which 
tory you know better than I. 

Mc. Black , Miniſter.of St. Andrews, was convented too before the 
King and Councel about the ſame.cime, who appealed from King and 
Councel to the Presbytery or General Aſſembly ; this laſt had ſpoken 
aginſt both King and Queen, There was a great buſineſs for the two 
mens Appeals, their Brechren ſided ſo much with chem chat che King 
had too much ro do, Ac laſt our of more than warrancable indulgence, 
His Majeſty was content coinfift no farther agrinſt them before Hig 
Councel ; but to remit their cenſure to the General Aſſembly it ſelf : 
before which ic was clearly proved, that in Pulpic they had ſpoken 
reproachful and treaſonable ſpeeches ; yer could the King by no 

ower or intreaty obtain of them to infli& any puniſhment upon 
them, becauſe, ſaid chey, They knew not with what Spirit they were 
over-ruled, 

I will ſhut up this point with one Inſtance, more than ſufficient ro 
make chetruch of what I ſay to appeat. Before King Fames came to 


the Crown of England, is was ordinary in Scotland to have a General 
| F; Aſſembly 
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Aſſtwbly once 4 year; 48d oftner proye nts, upon any Brett Exigenr. 
The laſt which was kept during His Majeſties abode there was Anno 
1602. inthe cloſe of which chenext enſuing was appointed co be ac 
Aberdiene, An.1603.1n the interim the King ſucceeding to Q, Eliz.a- 
beth, and being in England, He was ſo much taken up wich the affairs 
of this Kingdome,thar he was neceſſicated to lay afide thoſe concerned 
Scotland ; and forthis reaſon His Majeſty thought it fir to adjourn the 
Aſſembly (unto which he had a ſpecial eye , knowing their tucbulenc 
diſpoſition, and experienced 1n ic whileſt he was preſent amongſt 
them) ro the next Summer in Ave 1604. When the :ime appointed 
was come, His Majeſties more weighty affairs not ſuffering him to 
think upon the Aſſemblies buſmeſs, he gave order to Prorogare irco 
another and [lonver day ; which was accordingly done by publick 
Proclamation, authorized by His Honourable Privy-Council of thac 
Kingdome, NotwithRanding all which , ſome thirceen or fourceen 
Godly Zealous Brethren muſt needs meer at Aberdeene ar the day aps 
pointed for the Aſſembly. They eſtabliſhed and formalized che Ju» 
dicatotie , by conſtituting # Moderator, a Clerk, and other eſſential 
Members of the Court. The Lords of Council underſtanding this 
contempr, ſent a Gentleman of good quality and place, withan He- 
rald at Arms, to diſcharge and diſſolve the Holy-meeting. The Com- 
miſſioner and Herald were entercained with as much reſpeRzas before 
they had given reverence to the Proclamation iflued out by the So- 
veraign authority of the King with the advice of his Honourable Pri- 
vy-Counſel, The Holy Fathers in the great Sanhedrim proteſted and 
profeſled, that in Conſcience and Duty co Almighty God, they 
were bound to preſerve the Churches right , and could not , wonld 
nor, give way to that power the King Sacrilegiouſly uſurped , which 
properly and natively belonged to the Chnrch virtual, The Aſſcmbly. 
They kept and continued the Aſſembly ſome daies, and finding that 
no more of the holy Brotherhood came co joyn with them , they 
diflolved, and to preſerve the holy right of the Church appointed the 
time and place of meeting forthe next Aſſembly, The King hearing 
this, gave order to His Privy-Councel tocite and convent them be- 
forechem,and to puniſh this ligh contempr, The more zealous Chan» 
pions of the Loyd of Hoſts appeared , and with an undaunted courage 
gave in to the Lords of Council a Proteſiation , a Declinator from the 
King's Council , and appealed to the next General Aſſembly , as the 
ſole and competent judge in this caſe and cauſe. The King's Atturney 
or Advocate, by order from the Council-Table, was ordained 
to 
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eo purſue them criminally before the Lord Juſtice-General, hd chac 
upon the AR of Parliamenc mentioned before Anvs 1 584} upon 
which Order, the one half copfeſled their fault, and eafily made their 
Peace, and obtained pardon. The Zealots were convicted of Tres- 
ſon, ad Terrorem © Exemplum, more than for any other end or re- 
ſpe& : and only baniſhed che Kingdom, Of whom che moſt pare 
thereafter upon their confeſfion and ſubmiſſion were pardoned, came 
home, lived and enjoyed their own, or ar leaſt as good, if nor berter, 
Benefices. Sir, are theſe things confiltenc with Monarchy, or the 0* 
bedience is due to Soveraignty and irs Higheſt Courts ? 

So abſolute and uncontrollable is this High Celeftial Court , that The goveraiord! 
it commandech, Conſcience and Soul, diſpoſeth of Body and Eſtate ty Eccleſiaſti. 
in the point of Rzligion, thar if you conform not in all, neither Sou], cal ryranni- 5; 
nor Body, nor Eſtate, can be in Peace ; nay, notoleration can be F*® _—_— 
allowed where this ſoveraignty domineereth. And to make this 1,4 Egue, ** 
power of che larger extent , it is certain, their faith and chings 
neceſſary to Salvation, are of greater laticude than that of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, 

If any doth not, after a little cime granted for information, con- 
form and ſubſcribe to rheir Confeſſion of Faith, ( which is more in 
Negatives and Deftruftives, than Affirmatives and Poſitives ) their 
rule of Government, their manner of Worſhip) and what elſe in their 
opinion is neceſſary to Salvation,(andin this I am ſure they are more 
rigorous than ever God or Catholick Church was, for if you diflent 
but from them in a Theological Tenet, ic is Herefie ) you are forth- 
with excommunicated, and gives over to the Devil: after which, upon 
the cemonſtrance of a Commiſſioner from the Presbytery to the Civil 
Judge, chereis a Warrant from Supream Authority given out to 
command you to Conform ( this is different from the Writ De ex- 
communicato capiendo ) or then within few days to be put to the horn 
(chat is out-lawed.) Upon diſobedience the render Conſcience nor 
conforming, the Out-lawed's Eſtate moveable ( Chattels we call ic ) 
become proper ro the King, God knoweth, lictle of this benefit _ 
commeth to the King's Theſaurer : bur, a Doxator to the Eſcheit,which 
ordinarily is the Convicted's mortal Enemy, for a lictle compoſicion 
hath the right made over, and hath the benefit of the Eſcheit. If, with- 
in a year and day he give not obedience and conformity ; his whole 
Revenues and Rents of immoveable Goods are forfeit to the King 
during his life-rime, Some Enemy of His, or Favonrite of the The- 
ſaurers, obtaineth the King's Right, and the King hath lictle or = 
A th10g 
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thing of it. Here you have him ftript of all his Efare moveable, im- | 
mo :able. Yet here is not an end: bur tit] upon Remonſtrance of 
the Presbyteries or Church's Commiſſioner, anorher Writ goeth our, 
which chey call Letters of Caption, (that is, if I miſtake not, the 
Tant'amount of the Writ De Excommunicato capiendo) which is dis- 
refed to all Sheriffs, Stuards, Provoſis, &c. to ſeize and ſecure his 
Perſon whereſoever it may be apprehended, and to commit him to 
cloſe Priſon as a Rebel, If he skulk and hide bimſelf, then upon the 
ſame Remonſtrance goeth out a Writ, which there they call Letters of 
Inter-communing ( 1 know nothing in the Lajy like this) che incent is, 
chat .none of the King's SubjeAs commnne or confer with him co- 
ram or perſonally, or by Letter or interpoſed Perſon keep intelli- 
gence or correſpondence with him ; otherwiſe the intercommuner ig 
co be judged and repured to be a Rebel of the ſame guiltineſs. You 
will be pleaſed co remember this, when che Church requireth all cheſe 
of the civil Magiſtrate (ſo rhey are pleaſed to term Soveraignty ) he 
is bound co grant them. Now, Sir, 1 pray you conſider, if this is not 
in many reſpe&s worſe than the Tnquificzon, when an Opinion in # 
Theological Tenet different from the aſſured Faichof thoſe Gamalzels 
may bring a manunco all choſe troubles. Only ro make amends for 
this, remember, this authoricative way preſcrvech a Church from He- 
refie, Errour, SuperRiicion, and Schiſms 

' There is another praRice of the power of this Court, that for the 
This _ = plory.of God, the honour of Kipg, the good and preſervation of 
Juige of 1.153 Church and Religion, ic may afſume toirs ſelf to be Judge of what is 
to Religion, Treaſon, what is not : who are fir Councellors for a King, who nor. 
and offirand PraQtice is the moſt ſure infallible and clear proof and demonfira= 
worthy Coun® tign of power, I will give you one in the caſe of Treaſon, that-none 
_ for gareto ſay itis a Lye, and which can be made good by the authentick 

G and publick Records of Parliament and Councel of Scotland; and 
their own noble ARs of General Aſſembly, 

When King James, about'the age of Foſias, ' when in Holy Wric it 
1s recorded of him that he began to ſeek the Lord wich all his heart ) 
had taken the Government of the Kingdom in his own hand ; and did | 
Reign and Rule with ſuch Prudence incomparable, admirable, that 
none could juſtly except againſt Him or His Government : yer ſuch 
wasthe refileſs ambition of ſome, who could nor with patience en- 
dure thetruſt of others, eſpecially of chat Noble worthy Eſme Duke 
of Lenox, His Majeſty's neareft Kinſman and higheſt Favourice, and 
chat juſtly for His moſt eminent Noble Enderwments : ov 

iſ= 
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diſcontented Gentlemen layed down a reſolution to ger the King in- 
co their hands and power, and co thruſt our thac Noble Prince, They 
watched an opportunity, when the King came to his ſpore of Hunc- 
ing near to Saixt- Fohyſtown with an ordinary attendance (che Noble 
Peer taying with others at Edenbnrgh, for the King and Kingdoms 
becter ſervice ) ſurprized him fearing no ill, ſeized his Perſon, car= 
ried him along co che Caſtle of &Kxthen, kept him ſo that none could 
have acceſs co him, till he was forced co command the Duke of Lex- 
ox to depart the Kingdom (which out of zeal and love toche Kin, he 
did, in Winter embarquing at Dwnbritton, came to France and died 
ſhortly after) and co change all his Servants they diſliked, and co 
ſurround him with chemſelves and their own, They kept their King in 
captivity the ſpace of nine Moneths, ſuffering none to com: a: him, 
bue ſuch as they pleaſed. The wiſe Kipg put a good face un a forl 
buſineſs, ſeemed to like well of them and their courſes. N-verthe- 
leſs the beſt and moſt knowing of SubjeCts grumbled exceedingly to 
ſee their Prince ſo abuſed. The Conſpirators underfianding ir, did 
adviſe upon the beſt courſe to ſatishe the people, and to bring them 
ro approve their way. They wrought with the chief Rulers of the 
Sy nagogue, and prevailed. At the next General Aſſembly, they 
give in a Remonſrance rothem then litring in Edenburgh, declaring 
the Extraordinary Reaſons thar moved them to ſecure His Majeſty's 
Perſon in the Caftle of Ruther : their zeal ro the Reformed Religion, 
which was in imminent and apparent danger by the pra&ices of the 
Duke, who was ſent from France to Scotland of purpoſe to corrupe 
the young King : their care to ſecure the King's Royal Perſon, whom 
the Duke intended to conveigh privately to France: their defire to 
free the Subje&s from the bloody tyranny and oppreſſion both of 
their lives and goods by the malicious diſpolition, and inſatiable a- 
varice of thoſe who were about him and overruled him ; and a great 
many more ſpecious prerences, ( which are not much different from 
theſe of this time : ) upon this Narrative the humble Petition rothis 
Superlative Soveraignty was, that the boly Brotherhood would be 
pleaſed togive an approbation to this rheir Heroick and Chriſtian 
fat, and whatſoever was their judgment they would obey ic ; with 
this Proviſo, that it ſhould be made known to all good Chriftians 
within the Realm. The Demand was pious and jut, che holy Aſlem- 
bly, ſecured from erring and errour, and not encroaching upon any 
ching meerly civil, bur in a caſe cf ſo high concernment #» ordine ad 


ſpiritualia, as comperent Judges, dotake the caſe into their con- 
G ſideration, 
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{ideration, and afcer mature deliberation, being aſſiſted with 2 fan- 
cied infallible direRion, give out their VerdiCt, authorize and approve 
all in ſubſtance or circumltance to be holily and juſtly wi: hucuch zeal 
and diſcretion done, In a!l this they exceeded not their power, and 
that becauſe, what was dove, was for the advancement of God's glo- 
ry, \he honour and perſonal ſafety of the King, and publick ood 
of the Kingdom : Thar ail zcod people might reſt content and be ful- 
ly ſatisfied ; it was further ordained, Thar all Miniſters ſhall upon 
their return to their Pariſhes, intimare ſo much to all their Flecks ; 
and wichal exhort all people to eſteem the Ators as good Chrittians 
and Patriots, that for the cauſes above-mentioned were neceſiitated 
to take this courſe, to preſerve Religion, to re&ifie the Errours of 
Ccurt, which were brought and wrought ro that height that both Re- 
ligion and Policy were in the greateſt imaginable danger. The Or- 
dinance was accordingly performed, to no ſm3!l grief of honett Sub 
jects and Chriſtians. Sir if there were no more Inftances, What do 
you think of this ? 

Ir is worth your notice-taking , that this Noble Duke dying in 
France, Who before His coming to Scotiand, had been bred in Po- 
pery,became a Proteflant when He came thitker,and was King Fames 
his Convert, While he was a dying, Romiſh Prieſts were moſt ear- 
neſt for acce(s to yeconcile him ro that Church ; bur he, adhering ro 
eruth, and proteftirg with all his Promiſe ro his Couſin King James, 
would admit none, and died in.che Communion of the Proteſtant re 

| formed Church. 

"FROR This high Courr, the General Aſſembly, 5» ordine ad ſpiritualia 
aignry of the challengeth and proRiſeth a Soveraign power above all Civil Laws 
\dembly is a- and Statutes, and Acts of Parliament, And that with chat power, that 
oye all Laws» of it ſelf it may repeal and condemn {tanding Laws, and Ads of Par- 
—_ repeal 1; ment Which arc in practice and c>ſerv. d within the Kingdom, 

| To give you a recent exaiiple and ir[tanc? of this; Since this 
Aſſembly of late in th's d temper bath recovered its place and power, 
the General Aſſemblies of Giaſ ow and Edrnburgh have damned Bis 
ſhops 2s Antichriftian and avainit theic Roormacion, 1 wave this. 
Moe, they have ſec;uded Biſhops or any ( tuch-man from having 
any Voyce in Parliament, Conventions, or Lcuncel, Thus by their 
own moſt proper Ecclefi-ftical Auiho ir» , thrv hive made void 
many Aas o. Parltiamemr there , whict, be? re were in force and 

p"*Rt'ce, As that In Anno 1584, Decl:i-: gp it Treaſon to call in 
qneſtion the power and amhority of any of the three Eſtates, ( that is) 


Biſhops, 
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Biſhops, Lords,and Commons) or any owe of them, This AR was made 
only to preſerve the Priviledges of the Ecclefiaſtical ERate invioſa- 
ble. This is evident by the Kiog's Declaration pur forth the year fol- 
lowing 1585, Again, they have made void another Ak of Parlia- 
ment in Anno 1597. Ordaining, M1nifters that ſhowld be provided by 
His Ma'eſty to Prelacies, to have Vote in Parliament ; as being the 
third Eſtate, Another in Anno 1606. , 

"Che ſame Aſſemblies, did declare the Ats of the Aſſemblies of 
Glaſgow, Perth, &c. noll, void, and unlewful : which norwichRand- | 
Ing were enacted as Municipal Laws, obedience commanded, and 
practiſed in the greateſt parr of the Kingdom. How much King James | 
his happy memory is blaſted; by rheſe ſupercilious new Orders of i 
thoſe Aſſemblies, my Pen bluſheth to expreſs. 

Toe ſame Aſſzmblies have condemned the High-Commiſſion ' 
Court, declared by AX of Parliament. And this 1s done upon this | 
ground ( which proyeth cheir Soveraignty in ſpiritualibm ) becauſe it | 
was not conſented to by the Church : Thar is, the vertual Church, the 
General Aſl:mbly. 

When [ conſider theſe things, I cannot ſufficiently wonder how 
the High-Court of Parliament of England, hath (wallowed and ſworn 
their Covenanr, wnich in ics right ſenſe doth eſtabliſh a Courr above 
King and Parliament, Judge you , Siryif this Oath be i Fudicio, 
veritate, & juſt itia, | 

If King and Parliament be ſubordinate tothis Court 3s ſpiritwali- All Judiexos | 
bns, or in temporalibus in ordine ad Fecleſiaſtica, all the reaſon in the ries are ſubor«y 
world will plead, that ic i# moſt juſt, char all Jndicatories whatſoever, Ginare ro this /þ 
even the Supreamelt from whom liech no Appeal, ſubmir and ſubje& — 
chemſelves:o it, 

The holy Fathers of chis Court have ſhewn their Right in this 
Point roo. T'o confirm this, fearing I have wearied you, 1 will bring 
but one Ioſtance, and ſpare cotrouble you with more, 

This Scory can be made good by Records, which I amto rell you, 
And firſt. give me leave to inform you, That the Lord: of Seſſion (who 
by AR of Parliament are ſo) ate in all Civil Cauſes rhe Supream Ju- 
dicatory of the Kingdom under the King, No Judgment paſſed chere 
can bereQified or reduced by any Judicatory, under the King and 
Parliament, bur by chemſelves, which is only by ſ#ſpe-/iaz of Execu- 
tion of that is judged and decreed, or by 4ttion of Redu#tirn ; This is 
nothing but Provecatio 4 Philippo wale edofto, ad Philippuna retflites 
ediQ#m, This thus premiſed, I come home. 

G 2 Mr. 
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Mr, John Graham, one of the Judges of that aſſociate Body, had 
commenced an ordinary and proper Suit before the Lords of Seſſion, 
obtained Decree and Judgment according to his Libel. After which, 
a rumour Was noiſed abroad, that the Writs and Evidences, upon 
which his Suitand the Judgment upon it were founded, were forged 
and falſe. The General Aflembly took notice of this injuſt Decree,as 
they to whom the inſpeRion of Religion and Juſtice belongeth, and 
who were bound not to ſuffer ſuchan unjuſt Judgment to take place 
and be executed. They ſend for Mr. John Graham, commanding him 
by their authority to paſs from his Decree, romake no uſe of it againſt 
the Party againſt whom it was obtained , and that becanſe it was 
purchaſed upon falſe grounds, and :t gave occaſion of great ſcandal, 
chat he being a Judge ſhould make uſe of ſuch Wiits. His anſwer was, 
If any would challerge his Decree or Judgment upon any juſt ground, 
he might have his recourſe to the ordinary Judge, and take ic away by 
way of reduttion ; but ſo long as it was not redueed, it concerned him 
co take the benefit of ir. Toen ſecing that they could nor prevail by 
Admonititon, they threatned him wich Excommunication, if he did 


bur incenſed the holy Fathers to rail againſt the Judges as wicked and 
corrupt men, who fided one with another whether it were right or 
wrong. The buſineſs at laſt cams to this heighr, that the Lords of 
Seffion ( who would not ſuffer them roencroach upon their Privi- 
ledges ) by vertue of that Delegate-power and authoricy they were 
inveſted wich from the King, threatned co out-law them, and to pro- 
claim chem Rebels co the King, if they proceeded any further, and 
would not admit of the Appeal. The Aſſembly finding themſelves 
too weak, and not able ro make their part good by power (in which 
caſe onely they will be Martyrs) fell from che purſuic, and all was 
quieted, 

Sir, I pray you to conſider, in what condition are chey thac live 
under ſuch a Goyernment chat is boundleſs and univerſal; will 
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give Laws to King, Councel, and Parliamenc ; Repeal theirs ar 

leaſures ; reduce and make void Decrees and Judgment of higheſt 
Fudicarories, &c, Whar Peace or Tranquillicy can there be in ſuch 
a State or Kingdom? Give me leave totell you a rue Story, It is 
known and lamented by all good men this day, how King James His 
Soul was vexed with them, that many times they have made Him fall 
out in tears. A Noble-man, a moſt wiſe man, then Chancellor, ſeeing 
the King extreamly troubled at the miſcarriage of the Miniſtery, ſaid 
ro Him: Sir, no man is to be blamed, chat you are ſo much troubled 
wich the Miniſters, as your ſelf ; for when they do any thing amily, 
you never ceaſe till by your Royal Prudence and authority you ſet it 
aright again: bur, would you leave them ro themſelves, the very bo» 
dy of the People would riſe up againſt them, and Rone them out of 
the Kingdom. His Majeſty returned a mo pious anſwer, worthy 
tobe wriccen in letters of Gold in Marble, that all Kings may learn 
it : My Lord, ſaith He, your advice is ſhrewd policy, but your coun» 
ſel is not good plery. If I had no more to do but to ſerve my ſelf 
of them for a policickend, your advice is good, and I know it would 
prove ſo. But God hath appointed me a Nurſe or Father of his 
Church, iris my charge from my Lord and Maſter to preſerve his 
Church, and not to ruinate it. Which if I do, God will ruinate me 
and my Poſterity, 

King James, in the Conference at Hampton-Conrt, hath well ob- 
ſerved, thatthis Eccleſiaſtical Government prepareth way, and uſhe 
ereth in a Democratical Government, And he telleth alſo, that in His 
Mother Queen 44+r7's abſence, and in his own Minority and non- 
age, it was much though upon andintended. Their Maxims of Dis 
vinity lead co it « for they ſay, Respublica eſt in Eccleſia : The Church 
and her policy are the Houſe, the Civil Government is bur the Hang- 
ings,which neceſſarily for decency and good order mutt be made con- 
formable co the Houſe. Monarchy is enmity againſt the Church, Ca- 
therwood in his book Intituled Altare Damacenum, gives you it in down 
right rearms, Natsr4 inftumeſt omnibus Regibus mn Chriſt um odinm 5 
and in his Preface or Epiſtle ( I have not the Book by me ) he calls 
K. James, Infer/iſimum & infeſtiſſimum puriorts Relig ionts beſtem, And 
that they may now exerciſe all their power; and bring the Kingdom 
ro 4 popular State, which was nor ſo feifible before, 1c 1s more than 
probable, and much co be ſeared, and with great prudence to be pre- 
vented : becauſe the General Aſſembly hath in it now the prime 


Noble-men of the Kingdom, Den Marqueſſes , Earls, Looks: 
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the moſt aRive and knowing Knighcs of Counties, and Eſquires, the 
wiſet Cicizens and Corporations, and this in the capacity of Ru» 
ling» Elders, who diſcontented are able here to make a FaRtion, call 
King, Seſſion, Councel, or whom they pleaſe before them, becauſe 
of their ſupream, univerſal and independent juriſdition. And thig 
Judicatory cannot erre in its determination, for it is undoubtedly ſe- 
cured from errour, and aſſfifed with infallibilicy. 

This divine Policy hath another ſacred trick to preſerve its Soves 


vhich harcherh raignty and to continue it, which is this : The General Aſſembly or» 


1 Sedition 
{ Treaſon, 


dinarily meers but once a year, yer at the end and cloſe of cvery Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, thereis a choice made of ſome Commiſſioners, ( x 
Commictee ) who are to reſide, or at leaſt upon any neceſſary occa- 
fion to be at Edenburgh, Theſe are the virtual Aſſembly, and cheir 
power continueth till the next General Aſlembly. They are in the 
firſt place, to intimate to the King the delire and demands of the 
Aſembly, and to ſee all dne civil Santtion and confirmation gives to 
zt : the King, His Councel , His Parliament can change nothing of 
cheir ſacred Decrees without their conſenr, Whar ever neiv occur 
rence is in Church or State pro renara, theſe Commiſſicners are 
co give order and to ſee, we qmid detrimenti Eccleſia capiat. It is 
erue, their orders binde only in the interim betwixe the ewo Aſſem- 
blies, and the nextplen:iry General Aſſembly may derogare, abregare, 
obrogare, &c. Yer give me leave to tell you truth, rheſe great De- 
legares wich their power have ſo much influence upon the next Ge- 
necal Aflembly, chat their Tgo@sAtuuciſa precognitions and predeter- 
minations are formally and legally enacted. Nor is this to be won- 
dred at : forthe Achiiophels and Joabs of Church and Kingdom, the 
beſt head-peices of greateſt depth, Preaching and Ruling-Eiders, are 
an this Junto. 

Here are all diſturbing Sedirions, and treaſonable courſes hatched 
and conceived: whether it be Treaſon againſt the King, Sedirion 
in State or Kingdom, the change of Courc, the removing of Cour- 
tiers from the King, the ſurrounding of him with others, &c, The 
next Aſſembly owns all cheir courſes, decrees them under precence 
of Piety, Reformation of abuſes, removing of Malignants from the 
King and from his Councel, from being Judges in the ſupreameſt Ju» 
dicatories of the Kingdom, &c, By this means, at pleaſure, when 
and where they will , they procure Parliaments to work for their 
own piivate ends, To faci'itatethe work, order is given to all Preſ- 


- byreries, cocommand all the Miniſters co preach co thgir Flocks, to 


make 
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make and kcep Faſts,for the danger che Church isin ; that the Kine 
is inclinable, nay inclining co Popery ; that there are none in truſt or 
power by H.n, in Court, Councel, Exchequer, or Seſſion, bur ſuch 
as arc Popih or Popilhly affected : and ſuch they muſt be, if they 
once derermine it, And wotul experience hath confirmed it, that, 
wor:hy, 1nnccenr, and deſerving men have ſuffered, and the Kings 
hat! been forced to abandon His beſt Servants. a 

This cloſe Commirtee hath all theſe Prerogatives: 1, During the 
zwterim beewixt ewo Aﬀlemblies, they have cruſt to ſee thar all che Or- 
ders and Decrees of the Grand Confiftory ſhould be put in execution. 
2, Nex: upon any Exigent intervening, chey have the power, by their 
influence upon all the Presbyceries in the Kingdom, to make them 
oo Which way they thought fic for their own ends, both to make the 
Miniſters prezch their ſenſe, and to work wich all rhe people ro be- 
lieve, the pottures of affairs in Church and State were as they inform- 
ed and repreſenced them, 3. Thirdly, here were all things prepared 
for the next great meeting of the General Aſſembly. 

By theſe meansthings projected were eft-&t:d. This way the Queen 
Regent was pur from Her Regency. This way Queen ary was ex- 
pulled Scotland. This way King James His captivity ar Ruthen was 
found to be good ſervice, This way that Noble Duke of Lenox, Eſme, 
was made a Papiſt, and the King forced to abandon him, and he to 
deparcthe Kingdom in Winter being ſick, and ſhortly after died in 
France, By this means, 11 I be nor decetved, was rar infamous day 
the 17 of December, Anno 1596. ( atro ſignanda lapillo) renowned for 
a mt horrid Inſurre&ion in Edexburgh againſt King Fames and His 

rimc Counſellors, I beg leave ro give you a ſhot account of ir, 


King James whilett He was King of Scotlard,by a'l forraign Kings The Story of 4 
Princes and Sra'es. was admired for His extraordinary Royal En- 17. December | 
dowm-ent-. Ambail:dors from many be yond Seas at the ſame time and 1 196. 


almoſt conit-n-lv, were with him, The ſmalneſs of che parrimony of 
thac Crown, wis not able to maintain that Royal depor:ment He 
kepr. B:(ides, being too too Royally Iberal and magnificent, Hig 
Coff:15s were empty, and at this time (ſcarce was His Majetty able to 
main 2 nthe ne--\lary charge of His houſe in that meaſure which was 
ſuirxvie toſo Roya! a Kings. To reRifie this, the King with che ad- 
vice of H5 Councel, entrufied with all his Rents, Revenues , and 
Caſu | ies. Eight prime men of g004 worth and integricy, Officers 
0 S:.are, Counſellors and Judges. Tois was done thac all might be 


riektly regulated, and before all things His Tables ar Court ay 
11KC 
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like a Kings, that forraign Ambaſſadors might not eſpy any wane 
which might derogarte fromthe Honour of King and Kingdom. The 
ordinary Tables of che Court were regulated ; che Courtiers daily 
allowance was re-trenched ; which they could nor away with. They 
and other diſcontented perſons did reproachfully call theſe men, The 
Ottavians, They who grumbled at this, and would right chemſelves, 
co gain their intendment, hit upon the ordinary and ſafeſt way ; that 
was, to begin with the Church, They inform, The forraign Ambaſla- 
dors did work upon the King toturn Papiſt : it was like they would 
prevail ; for theſe O&aviars were all ſuch in heir hearts, and diſ- 
ſembled only in profefling ro keep a communion with che Proteſtant 
Church; if thoſe were not removed from the Kings and good men 
put about him, Religion, Kingdom, and all were undone. When 
this had been often informed and ſuggeſted, early in the morning on 
che 17 of December, three of the King's domeſtick Servants came to 
Mr. Walter Balcanqual*s houſe ; The Miniſtery of Edenbwrgh, and 
others Commiſſioners of the General Afſembly,wich ſome of the beſt 
Chriſtians of Edenburgh are ſent for, they meet there, The King's 
Servants inform that all was undone, if chey did nor in ceime and 
ſpeedily prevent ; for the Marqueſs of Hantly, ( this was che late 
Marqueſs who came occaſionally the Night before ro Court ; and 

Ic is true he was Popiſh, bur God knows be was free of what he was 
charged with ) ſaythey, was with the King till ewelve a Clock at 
Night in his Bed-chamber yefter-night ; it 1s reſolved upon to re- 
ere@ Popery ; and ſo, many of your beſt Citizens and Chriſtians are 
co be ſeized upon ; ſome to be ſent to Blackneſs, ſome to [nnerneſs, 
ſome to Duxbritton,&c. The caſe was apprehended in that zeal which 
became the cauſe, The reſolution taken, was, that Mr. Walter Bal 
cangual being to preach that very day inthe Chancel of Saint Gz/es 
Church, which they call che lictle Church, after Sermon and Prayer 
done, he ſhould defire all good Brethren and Chiiflians ro meer im- 

mediacely forthwith there for the good of Church and Religion. No- 

blemen, Gentlemen, Preachers, Burgeſſes, all who affeed the good 

cauſe did meet, Mr. Robert Brace was appointed by common conſent 

Moderator. It is laid open in what caſe Church and Religion, State 

and Kingdom ate: the urgent inſtant neceſſity is made co appear, 

The reſult of the determination was, that preſently they goto Arms; 
and by holy force, to pull from the King's fide thoſe Popiſh Oltav;- 
ant: That a Letter be written co Jobs Lord Marqueſs of Hamilton 
tocome to Edenburgh, to be Captain of the Congregation ; and in re- 
ard 


-f 
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eard the King had madedefeRion from the true Religion, He being 
the neareſt of the blood ſhould come and take the Government upon 
him, I know the juſt Copy of this Lercer is exrant to this day. They 
run co Arms, the word is, The Sword of the Lord and Gideon. The 
ohod King was in the place of Juftice ; the prime of the Oftavians 
with him ; hearing ſomeching of the uproar and tumult, by a ſecret 
paſſaze, he and ſome other goup to the Exchequer-houſe over head. 
A great Lord was Head of the Congregation, he and ſome others 
came Commiſſioners ro the King, were admicrted, demanded thoſe 
Oftaviass to juſtice. The King asked this Lord, How durſt he againſt 
His Authoricy, His Laws, His Proclamation, keep unlawful Meetings 
at Edexburgb ( forthe King before had diſcharged the meeting of 
thoſe Commiſſioners of Aſſembly, or any other meeting whatſcever 
wichour his Royal Warrant. ) The Lord, wich courage in zeal to a 
o00d Cauſe, roldthe King, that he ſhould ſee ere long, they durſt do 
more. The Lord, or ſome other, taketh hold of one of the Otavians 
Gomn, who was Preſident of Seſſion ; bur hepulleth his Gown our 
of his hand, and conveyeth himſelf down to the houſe where the 
Lords did fit in Judgment. In fine, the King and Lords were forced, 
ro ſhun the danger of this cumultnary InſurreRion, to cloſe up the 
Doors, and ſome to Rand with their Swords drawn if any ſhou'd offer 
violence to break up the Doors. Some good Subje&s, eſpecially A- 
lexander Home of Northborvick, for the time Provoſt of Edexburgh, 
and Roger Mackmath ( whom King James ordinarily called his Bai- 
ly) with others well diſpoſed and Loyally afe&ed SubjeAs, and 
namely the Hammermen riſe upin Arms for the King, who partly by 
ſmoorh words, and partly by threats, huſht and honſed the FaRions 
and Sedicious, The King came ont of the place of Judicatory, and on 
foot, attended with many Nobles, Gentlemen, and other good Sub- 
jets, came to His Palace at Halyrnde-howſe in peace : where im- 
mediately in the Afternoon, he convened His Privy-Councel, and by 
his Wiſdom and Authority ſo repreſſed and puniſbed that Inſolency, 
that all che time of his Reign, the like Barbarous treacherous courſe 
was never attempted, I hope you are the more apt to believe this, 
when you remember, What a Petition or Declaration was preſented 
to Queen Elizabeth ut Greenwich, Anno 1582, to remove from Her 
Service and Truſt ſuch as they know were nor well affe&ed to the 

Religion and Church. ; 
Sir, I could make it appear how all Seditions almoſt and Rebelli- 
ong in that Kingdom, have been ſer afoot or fomented by this Go» 
H ver vment 
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ve:nment Prezbyterian : How neighbourly-Feuds have beenrincres- | 
ſed and entertained : How Moneys colle&ed for the relief and ſup» 
port of Geneva, were by the chief Gamaliels and Presbyters incerverc- 
ed, imployed to raiſe and pay Souldiers to aid and affift the Earl 
of Bothwel and his Complices in Rebellion againſt the King, I fear 1 
have wearied you already ; the SubjeR is everlaſting, and I am weary 
of It, 

If I ſhould give account of the late praQiſes andteners of this late 
Covenant, it were poſſible to ler-you ſee that 1t hath far exceeded 
all che miſchicf ever cheir fore-fathers did, although they tread in 
the ſame footſteps. The reaſon why-I have ſpared it, is nor Ifeared 
it, I hope to diſcover ic ſomerime to the World by anatomifing ic | 
fully. Next, I hope, youhaveeſpied rhe Noble paſſages of it ; and | 
are ſufficiently confirmed, thar noching can be more deftruRive of 
Monarchy, and the peace of any Government. To ſhut up all, give F 
me lervye in the cloſe, to give the Articles of their Apoſtatical Creed, 
inconſiſtent with Monarchy ; which they hold as che Twelve Articles 
of the Apoſtolical Symbol. I will couch only the prime of thoſe ; 
for their other Articles, they are ſo many and of ſo vaſt an extent, a- 
bounding in Negatives ; that as King Fames ſaich well, He that would 
keep them is not able to keep chem in his Brainy but muſt keep cher in 
2 Table-book, 
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-" "us Articles of the Dogmatical Pretbyterian Faub, inconſiſtent 
, with Monarchy. | 
t. A S I have ſaid before; They preach and maintain that the | 


Their Dogma» 


tical Creed. Churchis che Houſe of God, the Civil Policy and Govern- 


ment are only che Hangings. 

2. Nexc they believe, All Miniſters are pari conſortio honoris o po- 
teftlatis prediti, that there muſt be a paricy in the Church, Joyn theſe 
two together, and you have a fair way for Democracy, | 

$. They vindicate to chemſelves and their Confiftory, a ſoveraign, .. 
complear, univerſal, independent poyer in all things ſpiricual thac 

concern Salvation, they have not only the direQive power bur the Le- | 
piſlerive alſo ; and all temporal things in order to Salvation and Re- | 
ligion come Within the Verge of their Scepter.. All Soveraign Power, 
( whereſoever you fix it, whether in ove, as in a Monarchy ; or in | 
few, as in an Ariftocracy z 67 in wry, or all, by vicifſicudinary curns ) 
have only the Executive power to d@ 48 they command, an js bound 
co 
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6 preſerve by its Power, Laws, and Army, theic ſacred and celeſtial 
Priviledges and Soveraignty, 

4. Wharſoever Lays civilly exaQted by Kings or Parliament they 
conceive to be againſt che Laws of the Kingdom of Chriſt, by their 
native ptoper intrinſecal right immediately derived from ChriR, chey 
may repeal and make void, diſcharge the Subje& to obeythem, They 
may decree not only different Laws of their own from the ſtanding 
Laws of the Kingdom , bur contraryy contradiory and defiru&ive 
of them, And have withal ſo much coa&ive power, that if obedience 
be denied co the Laws of this Soveraignty, they can deſtroy the Souls 
of rhe Subje&s, by delivering chem over to Satan, 

5, No Miniſter preachiog in Pulpic, Sedicion or Treaſon, or railing 
at King, Councel, the prime Judges is accountable, or puniſhable 
by King, Parliament, Councel, or any Judicatory whatſoever ; But 
from all, he may appeal ro the Sanbedrim and Confifters asthe ſole 
and proper competent Judge. | 

6, What Corroboration or civil confirmation or SanRion they de - 
mand of che King, which be is able co docivilly ( for they will give 
him no formal intereſt in any ſacred or religious thing ( He is bound 
to Granc ir, and to obey them as Chrifis immediace Vice-gerents, 
otherwiſe chey may Excommunicate Him, 

7. Reformation and Preſervation of Religion, eſpecially to pre- 
ſcribe the way and Orders for Reformation is ſolely theirs. 

8. The King is bound co put their Orders in execution ; bur if nei- 
ther He, nor His Councel, nor His Parliament will do ic, the inferior 
Judg*2, the Nobles, che Commons, nay, every individual man co his 
utmoſt power, at their direRion, are bound to doit, 

9. That they may wichour warrant of Supream Authority Aſſemble - 
where aad when they will, for God and Chriſt's Cauſe and for che Li- 
berty aad Peace of Subje& and Kingdom in ordine ad ſpiritualia ; xhd 
there they may Covenant together, ſear, and ſubſcribe for the glory 
of God, the a:'vancement of Religion, and conſpire and combine in 
a mucual defence one of another in this holy Cauſe and League, 

10, They teach and maintain, chat all Soveraignty and Majeſty in 
a King is originally, immediarely , and properly derived from che 
Commuaitry,and chat only by way of a fiduciary truſt ; ſo tharir is ha- 
bicually and radically fill in the people, and the King hath no greater 
portion or proporcion than He harh by the firſt popular fundamencal 
Confticucion. And in caſe of deficiency, the colleRive body may ſup- 


plyin Church or State the defets of His Government, For Male-ad- 
miniſtration 
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miniſtration the King is cenſurable ; For enormous Errors He is depo- 
(able, and chey may diſ« inheric His Poſtericy, 

11. Thac a defenſive War is lawful againſt a bad King, or a weak 
King ſeduced by Malignant Courcel. 

12. They may oppoſe and refiſt all his Officers and Commiſſioners 
by force and violence, if they come to execute His illegal Commands. 
And if He will be ſo obfinate thac He will-come iv Arms againſt 
theſe good Chriſtians. they refit not His Authority, but His will : nor 
His Office, bur His Perſon. | 

Beſides, their praQice, upon theſe grounds, is cobripg all Caſes, all 
Cauſes, under their Cognition and Judgment, ſub formalitate ſcandals , 
by which the King is robbed of His Sacred Prerogatiye ; "The Judges 
of their Authority ; and all SubjeQts of their Right and Quict. The 
reſt of their Excravagant Maxims, inconſiſtent with Monarchy and 
the peace of Government, are reduceable to theſe Heads. More than 
chis you deſired not. 

Sir , being infinicely obliged ro you, and honouring you much for 
your worth and excellent parts, curſorily and haſtily, I have wricten 
this avſwerco you. Not intending thereby co reproach any perſon 
particularly whatſoever, but to lay open to che World how | 
rous a Government this is, not only for Monarchy, but for all Go- 
vernments whatſoever: and chat our eyes being opened we may 
chooſe rather coendure any rorment temporary, than toenter into this 
creacherous and damnable Covenant, deftrugive of Religion, King, 
Church, Peace of all, and che Liberty of the Subject. To ſwear cotheſe 
things as eſtabliſhed De jure d:ivixo, and to put on poor people ro 1& 
Treaſon and Rebellion, making them believe they are Confeſſors 
and Martyrs, If this give you any ſacisfation. I have what I deſire : 
If you doubt of the truth of any thing, I hope I am able to mike all 
here good by faithful and authentick Records, or Teſtimony of ſuch as 
are worthy of cruſt. Ipray you keep ic for your own uſe onely, for I 
ſhould be loath any bur a Friend ſee ic, ic is ſo rudely done , bur I 
dare ſay, truly and faithfully, | 

God ſave his Church from this Scourge, and give us Peacc and 
Truth, which ſhall be che daily prayer of 


Toxy poor Friend and 


obliged Servant, 


